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Swale Local Plan Summer 2026 (Regulation 19) 
Regulation 19 The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004)

Introduction and context
This is the final draft stage of the Local Plan’s preparation before we submit it to the Government for Examination by an Independent Planning Inspector. This consultation will begin on 10th August 2026 for 6 weeks, closing on 21st September 2026 at 5pm.
At this Regulation 19 stage, we are inviting representations on whether the plan is legally compliant and sound. These are specific tests that the Planning Inspector will use to examine the plan as set out in legislation and national policy.
What does this mean?
Your representations should explain whether you think the plan is:
· Positively prepared: That it meets the district’s housing and development needs (based on evidence)
· Justified: That it provides an appropriate strategy (compared to reasonable alternatives)
· Effective: That it is deliverable over the plan period
· Consistent with national policy and legal requirements
For full guidance on how to submit your representation, please use this link: 
https://swale.gov.uk/planning-and-regeneration/local-plans/local-plan-review/public-consultation 
Your representations will be passed to the Planning Inspector, so it is important that you tell us whether you think the plan meets these tests and why. If you think changes are needed to make the plan legally compliant or sound, please set out what specific changes you would propose.
What’s in the plan:
The Local Plan sets out the long-term vision and planning policies for Swale, including:
· A vision and objectives for Swale
· Site allocations for housing, employment and other development
· Policies on the environment, sustainable design, transport, the economy and infrastructure 
· Development management policies


All comments received through our previous consultations (2018-2025) have been carefully considered in preparing this final draft of the Local Plan.
We’re also consulting on the Habitats Regulations Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal of the draft Local Plan. Comments can be made in writing, emailed (Lpcomments@swale.gov.uk) or submitted via the Portal (https://swale-consult.objective.co.uk/kse/).
Following this consultation, the Local Plan and all the representations will be submitted to the Secretary of State. 
As data controller, Swale Borough Council ensures that processing is carried out in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the UK General Data Protection Regulation. We will use your information to process your Regulation 19 representation on the Swale Local Plan Summer 2026. Further information about how we will use your personal information, including the lawful basis for processing, is provided in the “How we will use your personal information” section before the declaration.

We are required to publish the responses we receive as part of the Local Plan process. This may include your name, organisation or group name, town or village, and representation. Please do not include personal information about yourself or anyone else in your comments unless it is necessary and you are content for it to be made public. We may also share your representation and relevant personal information with the Planning Inspectorate, the Programme Officer and others involved in the examination process.

1) Your details:
	
	Personal details
	Agent details (if applicable) 

	Organisation/Group
	


	

	Title
	
	

	Full Name *

	


	

	Address *


	



	

	Town/Village *

	


	

	Postcode *

	
	

	Email *

	


	

	Contact number

	
	

	If you are replying on behalf of a group, how many people does it represent? 
	
	


Questions that must be answered are marked with an asterisk (*)                    



2) Are you responding as: (Please tick one box only)
	A resident of Swale

	

	A worker in Swale
	

	A business, organisation or community group, please provide the name
	

	A borough, county, parish or town councillor (please specify)
	

	An MP
	

	A Statutory Body
	

	Other (please specify)
	



3) Would you like to be notified of the following stages of the Swale Local Plan?
(Please tick all that apply)
	When the Swale Local Plan has been submitted to the Secretary of State for the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government for examination
	

	When the Planning Inspector’s Report is published
	

	When the Swale Local Plan is adopted
	

	None of the above
	



4) Would you like to appear at the Independent Examination?
	Yes, I wish to participate in hearing session(s). Please tick and explain why.






	(Tick)
	Reason:

	No, I do not wish to participate in hearing session(s)
	



Please note that the inspector will make the final decision regarding who will be required to participate in the hearing sessions and which hearing session(s) they should attend. The inspector will also determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who wish to participate at the examination hearings.










Representation
Please use one form per policy and attach it to pages 2, 3 and 5 when submitting it to the Council.
Policy, Paragraph or Map reference number: 


1) Do you consider… (please tick)
The policy is positively prepared 	Yes    	 	Noss

The policy is justified 			Yes		No						
The policy is effective 		Yes		No		
The policy is consistent with
national policy 			Yes		No

2) Please give precise details in the box below, including any changes you would suggest to make this policy sound. If you consider it to be sound, please use this box to set out your comments. 
(If needed, please continue your comments on a separate sheet of paper. Clearly mark the question number and attach it to this form)
ss







3) Do you consider that the policy is legally compliant? (please tick)
Yes			 No

4) Please give precise details in the box below, including any changes you would suggest to make this policy legally compliant. If you consider this section/policy to be legally compliant, please use this box to set out your comments. (If needed, please continue your comments on a separate sheet of paper. Clearly mark the question number and attach it to this form)




	

5)	Have the Council maintained effective cooperation with their neighbouring Local Authorities and relevant statutory bodies? 
Yes			 No

How we will use your personal information 
We will use your information to process your representation on the Swale Local Plan Summer 2026 Regulation 19 consultation, contact you about your submission where necessary, and support the preparation, submission and examination of the Local Plan.
The lawful basis for this processing is Article 6(1)(e) of the UK GDPR, public task. The statutory basis includes the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Your name, organisation or group name, comments/representation and town or village will be made available for public inspection when displaying and reporting the outcome of the statutory consultation stage and cannot be treated as confidential. You will not be asked for any unnecessary information, and we will not publish any personal data beyond what is stated in this section.
Your details will be kept until the Local Plan is adopted plus a further five years to evidence that a fair and transparent process has been followed. Processing is kept to a minimum and data will only be processed in accordance with the law. Where other agencies are involved in the preparation, submission or examination of the Local Plan, we may need to share your details where necessary to enable us to work together. Information will only be shared with third parties if they have genuine and lawful need for it. Information shared on this basis will not be reused for any other purpose. We will take all reasonable precautions to protect your personal data from accidental or deliberate loss or unauthorised disclosure.
If you have any questions about how your personal information will be used, please contact the Data Protection Officer by emailing dataprotectionofficer@swale.gov.uk or calling 01795 417114. Further information is available in the Council’s full privacy notice: https://swale.gov.uk/planning-and-regeneration/local-plans/local-plan-review/local-plans-privacy-notice

Declaration:
By signing this form, I confirm that the information I have provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge and that I understand:
· my representation will be processed for the purposes of the Swale Local Plan Summer 2026 Regulation 19 consultation and the Local Plan examination process;
· my name, organisation or group name, town or village, and representation may be published, and relevant personal information may be shared where necessary as part of that process; and
· the Council does not rely on my consent to process my personal information for the statutory consultation and examination process.
Please sign and date this form. Forms signed electronically will be accepted.


Signature:  							Date: 		


Swale Borough Council would also like to contact you about future Local Plan and planning policy consultations carried out by the Spatial Planning Team. This is optional and separate from the processing of your Regulation 19 representation. If you do not consent to future contact, your representation will still be processed as part of this consultation.

Yes, I consent to Swale Borough Council using my contact details to notify me about future Local Plan and planning policy consultations. (please tick)



The lawful basis for using your contact details for future consultation contact is your consent under Article 6(1)(a) of the UK GDPR. You can withdraw your consent at any time by contacting the Spatial Planning Team. Withdrawing consent will not affect the lawfulness of any processing carried out before consent was withdrawn.

Please send completed form to: Planning Policy Manager, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, ME10 3HT or email: Lpcomments@swale.gov.uk 
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