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Put the bounce back in to your step this Spring and enjoy the benefits of all our 
facilities at Sheppey Leisure Complex or Swallows Leisure Centre. Membership 
includes** unlimited use of fitness suite, swimming pool and workout classes.

great
feeling

all part of

*Price relates to off-peak gym membership at Sheppey Leisure Complex. Membership from £19.95 at Swallows Leisure Centre. 
**Dependent upon membership type. Other memberships also available, see online for details. Terms and conditions apply.

Join
Online
Today!

Spring
Actioninto

Fitness Membership

at Sheppey Leisure Complex
and Swallows Leisure Centre

£14.95
per month*

from only

GymIn Swale 
SwimIn Swale 

GymInSwale
@SwimInSwale 

For full details of all facilities, activities, memberships available and to join online visit:

www.swaleleisure.com
Sheppey Leisure Complex
Tel: 01795 668 061

Swallows Leisure Centre
Tel: 01795 420 420



Swale Borough Council
Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3HT
website: www.swale.gov.uk
email: csc@swale.gov.uk
phone: 01795 417 850
facebook: http://tiny.cc/Swale-FB
twitter: http://twitter.com/SwaleCouncil

For Advertising or editorial 
email: insideswale@swale.gov.uk
phone: 01795 417 149
Inside Swale is written and designed by Swale Borough 
Council’s Communications and Marketing Team
and distributed to 58,000+ homes.
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Welcome 
to the spring edition of Inside Swale.
Good news for residents within 
the Borough, we have frozen 
council tax for the third year 
in succession. By taking this 
course of action, we will be 
helping the fi nances of residents 
within the Borough, in what is 
already a diffi cult fi nancial climate. 
The budget has also been agreed 
by full council. We have looked at 
the fi gures in great detail and our 
main priority has been to ensure 
there are no reductions in service 
for residents by protecting those 
frontline services which are vital 
to the community.

We have also been looking at 
one of the council’s priorities 
– Localism. At a conference 
in March, we welcomed 
representatives from groups who 
have already taken on localism 
projects in the Borough. They 
shared valuable advice with 
others who are keen to become 
involved in similar projects.
With summer fast approaching, 
I hope you will take the time to 
explore our Borough, join in with 
events and support those who 
are trying to make the Borough a 
better place for us all.

Cllr Andrew Bowles
Leader

News 4
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Open for Business 19
Healthy Environment 22
Your Councillors 30

Swale Borough Council neither endorse or accept any 
liability for representations made by its advertisers.

10

19

26

Swale’s Localism Journey

Sittingbourne moving forward

Active Swale Sport Awards
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News
The Council’s Environment Wardens are determined 
to continue driving down fl y tipping and are appealing 
to residents to help them.

Report fl y tipping online or contact the Customer 
Service Centre.  Do not remove anything that can be 
used as evidence as it will need to be catalogued to 
allow us to follow through with a prosecution. 

Swale’s Cabinet Member and portfolio holder for 
Environmental and Rural Affairs, Councillor David 
Simmons said: “Tackling fl y tipping is a community 
effort and this reduction shows that local residents 
are taking this issue seriously by helping us tackle 
the minority who believe this type of crime is 
acceptable. We will not tolerate this blight on our 
community and we will work together to continue to 
tackle fl y tipping across the Borough.”

Statistics show that bulky items such as mattresses, 
sofas and white goods are the main issue.  There is 
no need to dump these illegally.  These can be taken 
to a civic amenity site for disposal or, for a small fee, 
these can be collected directly from your house.

Always check for a waste carrier 
licence if you arrange for waste 
to be taken away by a third party. 
You may be prosecuted if that 
waste is dumped illegally. Contact 
the Environment Agency on 0870 
8506506 to check waste carrier 
licences. 

Report it online 
www.swale.gov.uk/fl y-tipping/
or call 01795 417 850

Bulky items can be collected
call 01795 417 850

Stamp out 
fly tipping 
in your 
community
Statistics released 
by DEFRA in 
December show 
Swale Borough 
Council has 
continued to 
reduce fly tipping 
within the Borough.

Fly tipping in Swale reduced by more than 8% from 2010/11 figures
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News

Winners of the Mayor of Swale’s 
‘design a Christmas card’ 
competition joined the Mayor and 
Council Leader to receive their 
prizes just before Christmas. 
Children from Eastchurch Primary 
School (St Clements site) and Milton 
Court Primary School had their 
designs used by the Council Leader, 
Mayor and Chief Executive.

Cllr Andrew Bowles and Mayor of Swale, 
Cllr Pat Sandle with Chelsea Barker-
Panther, Josh Murphy, Natasha Howell, 
Daisy Hannan and Levi Boswell.

Leysdown Rose Tinted were joined by the Mayor 
of Swale, Councillor Pat Sandle, and members of 
the community for the ‘Big Switch On’, as artist Rob 
Olins saw his design for a new seaside lighting 
scheme installed along Leysdown seafront.

Big Fish Arts worked with children at Eastchurch 
Primary School to help them prepare for a lantern 
procession before the lights were switched on for 
the fi rst time.

Swale’s Cabinet Member and portfolio holder for Regeneration, Councillor John 
Wright said: “The community has pulled together to light up the village, creating 
another attraction for visitors to the area and setting a fi rm foundation and 
community spirit for further improvements to the east end of the Isle Of Sheppey.”

Leysdown Illuminations is supported by Swale Borough Council, Arts Council 
England South East, Kent County Council and Leysdown Parish Council.

Local Government Chronicle Awards 2013 
Swale Borough Council is absolutely delighted to share the news that it has been 
shortlisted for two awards at the Local Government Chronicle (LGC) Awards 
2013. Entries were submitted for the Energy Effi ciency category in respect of the 
Rushenden Retrofi t, and the Most Improved Council. Winners will be announced in 
March, but to be shortlisted is already a fabulous achievement.

Christmas card winners

Illuminating Leysdown
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NewsNews

Council tax 
benefit is 
changing 
How will it affect you?
The coalition government will be 
stopping the current system of council 
tax benefi t and has asked all local 
councils to set up a new, local system 
that will replace it from 1 April 2013.

After public consultation last 
year and a review of all the options 
available, full council approved the 
recommendation put forward to 
replace council tax benefi t with a 
localised ‘council tax support’ scheme.

The amount of money the government 
is going to provide to pay for the 
new local council tax benefi t system 
is being reduced by 10%, so not 
everyone will receive the same level of 
support as they do now.

A large number of options have been 
considered to decide how this shortfall 
will be met. 

The new local council tax 
support system
All working age benefi t claimants will have 
to pay an amount towards their council 
tax. Council tax support will be reduced for 
all working age claimants for the fi nancial 
year 2013/14 by 8.5%. Additional central 
government funding will help during this 
period. 

After 2014, working-age claimants will 
see a total reduction in their level of 
council tax support of 15% - something 
which those involved in the public 
consultation welcomed.

Those people who qualify for a State 
Pension will be unaffected by the changes.

It was also agreed at full council that the 
following changes would be made to 
council tax exemptions/discounts from 1 
April 2013.

 the short term empty property 
  exemption will be reduced from six 
  months to three months; and

 existing discounts for long term empty 
  properties and second home 
  discounts will no longer be available.

Support and 
Prevention Team
The council is offering a new service 
to local residents who will be affected 
by the changes or are experiencing 
fi nancial diffi culty which affects their 
housing situation.  Contact the 
Support and Prevention Team to 
get advice on the best way to address 
fi nancial diffi culties you may face. 

Call 01795 417 480 or 01795 417 104Call 01795 417 480 or 01795 417 104

10%  less money from government for council tax benefit
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News

Swale Borough Council has frozen their portion of council tax, for the third year in 
succession. Members have reviewed a number of options available and anticipate 
that, by freezing council tax once again, the council will be helping the fi nances of 
residents within the Borough in what is currently an extremely diffi cult 
fi nancial climate.

Council Tax and other sources of income including 
government grants, localised business rates and fees 
and charges,  helps to provide essential services 
throughout the Borough. 

Local authorities in your area include Swale Borough 
Council, Kent County Council and the Kent Crime 
and Police Commissioner on behalf of Kent Police. 
All of the authorities provide services in your area and 
their spending plans are detailed within the council 
tax booklet which is available on the council website 
www.swale.gov.uk. Swale Borough Council collects 
the Council Tax on behalf of all these authorities.

Council tax No increase from Swale for 3rd year

The Big Break
Switch to paying by Direct Debit 
and you could win a £12,000 Big Break from your bills.

Make the switch today and you’ll be entered into 
the Big Break prize draw to have your bills paid for 
a year to the value of £12,000.

A Big Break for charity too
Plus, for every customer who switches to Direct 
Debit, we’ll make a donation to Age UK. A donation 
of 10p will be made to Age UK for every new 
instruction received between 1 March 2013 and 
30 June 2013.

Switch today
www.swale.gov.uk/ways-to-pay
or call on 01795 417 850

UK residents only, exclusions apply. For terms and conditions see www.thebigbreak.co.uk

Making 
payments
You can make council tax 
payments online using 
your computer, mobile 
phone or tablet. If you 
register online, you can 
make a payment, view your 
balance and check your 
instalments. Visit www.
swale.gov.uk/council-tax.
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News
There are many new opportunities in 
2013 to help you become a fitter and 
healthier person, whilst exploring 
what the Borough has to offer.  
Swale Borough Council has been working 
with ‘Change 4 Life’ and Kent Community 
Health NHS Trust to produce maps which 
show six new walks in different parts of the 
Borough, with an approximate number of 
steps it would take to complete the walk, 
and a guide to the calories you would burn 
by completing the walk. Maps are available 
at visit.swale.gov.uk/swale-walks. 
Swale’s Cabinet Member and portfolio 
holder for Environmental and Rural Affairs, 
Councillor David Simmons said: “We 
are trying to encourage everyone to get 
out and see the many areas of beauty in 
Swale. These maps are just a start to the 
opportunities available for everyone to get 
active and improve their health.”

Sheppey Gateway, in conjunction with 
Sheppey Your Way (Together) and the 
Health Trainers have started a new group 
offering help, advice and support for a 
healthier lifestyle. Get weighed, get advice 
on exercise and diet, advice on how to keep 
a healthy mind, healthy recipes, free food 
tasting, and much more. 

The team will also be looking at using 
ideas from the new Change 4 Life ‘Be 
Food Smart’ campaign by the Department 
of Health which exposes those ‘hidden 
nasties’ in everyday foods and helps people 
to be ‘food smart’. Speak to a member 
of staff at Sheppey Gateway for more 
iinformation.

Make 2013 an 
opportunity 
for a fitter, 
healthier you!
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“Sustainable Sheppey is an opportunity for local 
communities to develop new skills and an understanding 
of climate change. All those involved in the project are 
passionate about sharing their knowledge and expertise 
to help residents embrace the opportunities Sustainable 
Sheppey will help provide.” said Cabinet Member for 
Environmental and Rural Affairs, Cllr David Simmons.

Projects include the development of community 
allotments at the Sheppey prison cluster in Eastchurch, 
and the development of a waste cooking oil collection, to 
turn into diesel fuel.

Sustainable Sheppey is a multi-agency partnership led 
by Swale Borough Council. For more information and 
updates visit www.swale.gov.uk/sustainable-sheppey

News

Remembering 
the flood
Sheerness on the Isle of Sheppey 
was worst hit by the fl oods across 
Swale in 1953. The RAF was 
called in to help those in need and 
distributed blankets and supplies 
from the Red Cross. Councillor Steve 

Worrall recollects how he joined volunteers to help build a temporary wall with sandbags 
to help stem the waters.
The local baker and milkman battled on with their rounds using rowing boats as residents 
lowered food baskets from bedroom windows.
Cllr Worrall said: ‘Communities pulled together to help each other during the fl ood and 
afterwards as people returned to their homes to clear the mess that had been left behind.” 

The lottery funded project, Sustainable 
Sheppey, is encouraging communities to come 
together to prepare for the challenges and 
opportunities of climate change.   

On 31 January 1953, Swale was devastated by 
the North Sea floods.  Over 300 people lost 
their lives in the UK.

To commemorate the anniversary, the Mayor of Swale, Councillor Pat Sandle, lit a 
beacon on the roof of Sheppey FM at The Pavilion at Beachfi elds, Sheerness.

60 years
ago

60 years
on
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Embracing localism
‘Embracing Localism’ is a priority for the council. It 
is about playing our part in promoting community 
responsibility in the borough, while encouraging freedom 
and enterprise, in response to the Localism Act 2011.

It is not a new concept in Swale as we have been 
working with Town, Parish Councils and the Voluntary 
and Community Sector to deliver a number of joint 
projects such as helping Trusts take over the running of 
community halls (Alexander Centre Trust in Faversham 
and Sheppey Hall Trust) and services like the 
Queenborough Harbour (Queenborough Harbour Trust) 
and helping markets to run as ‘co-operatives’.

In March the council hosted 
a ‘Localism Conference’ at 
the Alexander Centre which 
celebrated ‘Swale’s Localism 
Journey’ - so far. 

The conference featured views 
from all levels of government 
with representatives from the 
Department for Communities 
and Local Government, Kent 
County Council, the Local 
Government Association, and 
Councillor Andrew Bowles the 
Leader of the council.

Localism is now at the heart of 
all council policy. The Planning 
Department is currently working 
with the Faversham community 
to produce a neighbourhood 
plan. The Faversham Creek 

Development Plan will see a close 
working relationship with the Planners 
and the community to develop a local 
vision for the area (see page 16). 

Another initiative, which started in 2010 
was the creation of ‘Neighbourhood 
Agreements’ aiming to bring partner 
agencies and residents together to tackle 
their local issues, including anti-social 
behaviour.

Swale’s 
Localism 
Journey
Going Local

The Alexander Centre, Faversham.

Queenborough Harbour.
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Embracing localism
Councillors have stepped 
up to develop their 
roles as ‘Community 
Champions’ for the local 
community and work 
closely with residents 
to allocate funds from 
two grant schemes to 
local community projects 
in Swale. 

The Local Engagement Forum’s Community 
Project Funding allocates £1,250 to each of 
Swale’s 47 councillors for community purposes. 
Additionally, the Members Regeneration Fund 
allocates a further £1,000 to projects which 
improve the local place or community, making it 
a better place to live, visit or work.

Other ‘localism opportunities’ that have been 
explored have included allotments, sports 
pitches and the management of some the 
Council’s open spaces, such as Milton Creek 
Country Park and Barton’s Point Country Park.

Want to become involved in a project 
for your community? 
A brochure featuring many of the case studies with details of ‘local projects’ is 
available upon request, together with further information about how you could 
get involved. 

Contact the Economy and Community Services department by:
Email: embracinglocalism@swale.gov.uk 
Website: www.swale.gov.uk/localism

Faversham Creek.

Milton Creek Country Park, Sittingbourne.

Barton’s Point Country Park, 
Isle of Sheppey.
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Embracing localism
Once again Swale has started 2013 with snow. 

Thanks to funding as part of the council’s Localism 
priority, Swale residents were invited to collect a free 
bag of salt at designated points across the Borough. 

Swale’s Cabinet member for Localism Councillor Mike 
Cosgrove said: “The distribution of the salt has 
proved a real success. We have received some great 
feedback and it has shown real community spirit as 
neighbours helped each other during the snowy and 
freezing conditions.”

Some vulnerable residents were distributed 5kg bags 
and Age UK centres across Swale received deliveries 
for their most vulnerable clients.

Sittingbourne Age UK said:  “Our day centre drivers 
have managed to distribute the salt to the paths and 
driveways of our clients. The donation has been very 
much appreciated.”

If you want to be 
eligible to vote for 

the Kent County Council elections 
on 2 May, you will need to be on 
the electoral register.
To apply, you will need to submit a 
completed application form. Deadline for 
applications for this election is 17 April.

There are different methods of voting 
available. You can vote in person at 
your local polling station; by post; or by 
proxy (when somebody else votes on 
your behalf). All those eligible to vote 
will receive a poll card around the end 
of March which will advise of the polling 
station, postal or proxy vote.

If you wish to apply for a postal or proxy 
vote, you will need to fi ll in an application.

Deadlines:
Postal - 5pm, Wednesday 17 April. 
Proxy - 5pm, Wednesday 24 April.
To change an existing postal or proxy 
vote arrangement, you must contact the 
Electoral Registration Offi cer in writing by 
5pm, 17 April 2013.

You can register to vote online at
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk or 
contact the Customer Services Centre 
on 01795 417 850.

Electoral Registration Offi cer can be 
contacted at elections@swale.gov.uk 

Salt 
give-away

Register to vote
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Embracing localism

Another Choice...
At Kent College pupils  
realise their dreams 
 Strong pastoral support

Excellent results 

School bus service from 
Sittingbourne, Bapchild, Teynham 
and Faversham

Senior School Junior School  
www.kentcollege.com

Sheppey Academy celebrates new development
Building works costing £54m have been ongoing at the Sheppey Academy sites for 
18 months, developing state of the art buildings. 
In February, the Academy’s Chair of Governors Ralph Mainard, was joined by 
Governors, dignitaries, teachers and students at the opening of the new buildings, 
which was marked by the burial of a time capsule. 

A meeting of the Swale Youth Forum has been held 
with secondary schools from across the Borough 
discussing issues directly affecting them.
Representatives from Sittingbourne Skatepark Fund 
updated the Forum on their skatepark proposals. 
The fund is seeking investment for the £250,000 

project, which aims to attract young 
people to Sittingbourne.
Follow the Forum on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/swaleyouthforum 
Twitter 
http://twitter.com SwaleYouthForum
Students were joined by The Mayor of 
Swale and Councillors.

Meeting of 
the future
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Embracing localism

everything for more ability in life

Glide upstairs
with ease…

Stairlifts

FREE 
SURVEY 
& QUOTE
Tel: 01795 
228 386

Stairlift
servicing
available

11-13 Russell St, ME12 7PL  Tel: 01795 228 386
SheernessVisit or contact your local store:

Milton Creek moving forward - thanks to you
2012 saw an abundance of 
volunteers at Milton Creek 
Country Park with 172 
people providing an amazing 
1,566 hours of time between 
them.

Volunteers have played a 
vital role in bringing Milton 
Creek to where it is now. 
Their dedication and hard 
work has helped speed up 
the progression of what will 
be an ongoing project for 
years to come.

So what do the volunteers get out of it? Many have used their experience to achieve 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards and other recognised qualifi cations. Others have expanded 
their knowledge of wildlife and conservation. 

2013 promises to be an equally good year but it could be even better!  If you would like 
to join in any of the volunteer activities, keep updated by visiting http://miltoncreek.
co.uk/about/the-friends, or our Facebook 
page. Alternatively contact the Milton 
Creek Ranger at miltonvol@swale.gov.uk 
or call 01795 417 850.

Art in the Park 

at Milton Creek Country Park
Saturday 20 July 2013

10 am to 4 pm
FREE ENTRY 

(limited car parking – charges will apply)

For information contact: 

info@miltoncreek.co.uk
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Embracing localism
After many months gathering evidence 
and speaking to residents, landowners 
and organisations, Faversham Town 
Council recently gave the go-ahead to the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to 
begin drafting the Neighbourhood Plan.

The draft will be based on evidence 
and views gathered through public 
exhibitions, a stakeholder workshop, 
correspondence and discussions at public 
forums.  Once published, there will be a 
six week consultation period. Everyone’s 
views will be taken into account for a fi nal 
draft. Faversham residents are urged to 
get involved.  

For further information, please contact the 
Town Clerk, Jackie Westlake 
Faversham.towncouncil@virgin.net 
or call 01795 530 994.

St George’s Day festival
Newington’s annual St George’s Day 
fete and music festival takes place at 
Newington School on Saturday 27 April 
from midday until 9pm. 
There will be something for everyone 
including face painting, tombola, a bouncy 
castle, arts and crafts, a demonstration 
from the Scouts, and a competition for 
local school children. Teams from local 
pubs will be taking part in a tug of war 
contest, and there will be live music 
hosted by DJ Snoopy. Refreshments will 
also be available.
For the energetic, the event will be 
kicked off with a ramble in the morning. 
Organisers promise this year’s event to 
be the best yet. 
For more information contact the 
Newington parish clerk on 01795 844 060 
or see the Facebook page “Newington 
Fete & Music Festival”.

Newnham bus route
The bus route from Newnham to 
Faversham has now completed its 
six month trial. Every Tuesday, a 
service has been running allowing 
residents from Doddington and 
Newnham to shop at their nearest 
town, visit friends, use the library, 
swimming pool and local market. 
The trial, funded by Kent County 
Council, has seen many using the 
service and, with the help of Council 
Leader Andrew Bowles, the scheme 
will be run for a further six months. 

Councillor Andrew Bowles said: “The 
next six months will determine if 
enough people use it to consider if 
the service should remain in place.”

Faversham Creek 
Neighbourhood 
Plan update

A local resident said: “This bus 
service has given me the opportunity 
to attend art classes and concerts.”
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Embracing localism

The Fleet in Sheerness on the Isle of Sheppey has had a make-over with essential 
works being carried out late last year by the Lower Medway Internal Drainage Board. A 
build-up of silt and reeds were removed allowing the area to be used once again by the 
local community and wildlife. 

A local allotment has also reaped rewards from the work as they have used some of the 
silt as fertiliser.

The fl eet continued with its renovation, with some saplings planted in the grass area in 
Fleet Avenue under ‘The Big Tree Plant’ scheme. Swale Borough Council, Groundwork 
Kent and Medway Landscape Design Team, and other partners, secured funding from 
DEFRA to plant more than 25,000 trees in Kent and Medway over the next three years.

Children from the Windermere area in 
Faversham have already planted some 
saplings, whilst students from St Edward’s 
Roman Catholic Primary School in 
Sheerness helped plant trees in Fleet 
Avenue.

Swale’s Cabinet Member for Environmental 
and Rural Affairs, Councillor David Simmons 
said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for 
communities to come together, learn more 
about nature, and have fun whilst helping to 
improve our natural habitat across Swale for 
now, and future generations.”

For more information on ‘The Big Tree Plant’ scheme contact Carol Unwin at 
Groundwork Kent and Medway on 01322 384 848 or email carol.unwin@
groundwork.org.uk. 

Sheerness Fleet makeover

The Big Tree Plant over 25,000 trees in Kent and Medway in next 3 years

Community radio stations
YOUR local 
radio station for 
Sittingbourne. 
A community 
radio service 24 

hours-per-day with news, views and 
general entertainment. With specialist 
programmes and varied music such as 
Soul, Jazz, Dance and Rock. 
Check www.sfmradio.com for further 
information, or tune in to 106.9fm.

YOUR online community 
radio station run by local 
people, for local people, 
playing a great mix of 

music for everyone on the Island.
Listen online - www.sheppeyfm.org.uk 
or listen on phone app ‘Tune In’
Contact us on 01795 664 499 
or email: studio@sheppeyfm.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
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HEAD OFFICE, EAST SITE Minster Road • Minster-on-Sea • ME12 3JQ

T: 01795 873 591 F: 01795 870 107 E: office@theisleofsheppeyacademy.org.uk

Building a 
better future
"On 27th February 2013 the Isle of Sheppey Academy will open its doors to 
the new £54 million facilities that will provide students with brand new learning
environments, each equipped with the most modern technology utilising the
latest computer-based teaching and learning approaches. Specialist facilities
for both sport and performing arts will be a key feature of the new
building programme”
Mr David Day – Principal The Isle of Sheppey Academy

For a tour of the new facilities please contact 
the Isle of Sheppey Academy Sites -

East - Telephone: 01795 873 591
Email: office@iosa.org.uk

West - Telephone: 01795 662 474 
Email: office@iosa.org.uk 

For further information about the Academy 
visit our website:

www.theisleofsheppeyacademy.org.uk

Future buildings, building futures
Learn  Believe  Achieve

GCSE attainment

Advertisement
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Open for business

The regeneration of Sittingbourne has been kick-
started with the opening of the new 72,000 sq. ft. 
Morrisons store. Work began on the Mill site in the 
summer of 2012, and the store opened to eager 
shoppers in January this year.

As work was completed on the store in Sittingbourne, work began on the Morrisons 
store on the Isle of Sheppey.  It is anticipated the store will be ready in Autumn 2013.
Swale’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Councillor John Wright said: “I’m pleased to 
see the regeneration plans for Sittingbourne moving forward. This is just the start of the 
developments for the area and we will continue to work with the Spirit of Sittingbourne to 
progress further phases of growth for residents and businesses in the area.”

Sittingbourne 
forges ahead

‘Visit Swale’ can help your 
business or event
visit.swale.gov.uk was created by the council to 
promote tourism in the Borough. 

Planning an event?
‘Visit Swale’ can help publicise your event, not just to 
visitors but to local residents too.  
To ensure your event details are on the website, 
download the events form and provide as much 
information as possible. 

Return the form by email to, tourism@swale.gov.uk 
or you can print it out and post it to Swale House.

Keeping up to date
Once you are registered on the website, regularly 
check your details are accurate to ensure you are 
making the most of your listing on the website. By 
registering with ‘Visit Swale’, your details will also be 
available on ‘Visit Kent’ allowing your details to reach 
a much wider audience.  

Any questions? Contact: tourism@swale.gov.uk 
or call 01795 417 850

St Pauls 
Dockyard 
Church
The Swale Borough 
Council (St. Pauls 
Dockyard Church) 
Compulsory Purchase 
Order 2012, was formally 
confi rmed by the council 
on 3 January 2013 
with the authority of 
the Secretary of State. 
This is followed by a 
six week period during 
which appeals can be 
submitted to the High 
Court. If no appeal is 
submitted, the council will 
work with the Spitalfi elds 
Trust to secure the 
future restoration and 
conversion of this historic 
landmark building.
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Sittingbourne, Faversham 

and Sheppey

BE INSPIRED

Self Development
Learning Support Introduction Level 1 

Introduction To Counselling Skills Level 2

Assertiveness And Confidence Building

Using Sage Payroll

Art & Craft 
Botanical Illustration On Location 

Creative Card Making 

Life Drawing Beginners 

And theres more… 

Guitar Improvers 

Digital Photography 

Floristry Dried Flower Arranging

Creative Jewellery

Whether you are feeling creative, want to keep fit, thinking 

of revamping your home or garden. Maybe you want to 

learn a new language or take better photographs.

Full details are available at www.kentadulteducation.co.uk, 

or by calling 0845 606 5606 or ask a member of staff..

BBring this voucher to your local centre and receive 10% discount 

when you enrol on one of the courses above. Valid until end of 

April 2013. This voucher can only be used once. Terms and 

conditions apply and cannot be used in conjunction 

with any other discount.    

try something new

Advertisement
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The council has placed a priority on 
improving the range of opportunities for 
young people and has been working to 
promote apprenticeships as a way of bringing 
young people into organisations, supporting 
the workforce of the future.

18 year-old Abigayle Shipley is one of the 
council’s fi rst apprentices. She has been 
working across two departments and admits 
the experience has been daunting but 
incredibly rewarding.

Where it all began
“I saw the job advertised on the council 
website.  I heard from others the council is 
a good employer, and knew the experience 
would improve my skills and chances of 
getting another job.”

Highlights
“I’ve been involved in a number of projects including the new 
Morrisons store in Sittingbourne. It has been great to see the 
store open and to know you’ve helped other people get into 
work. I work closely with the Swale Youth Forum, especially 
with their Facebook and Twitter pages.”

And now?
“Being part of the council has given me a great opportunity.  
I would love to continue working with the council.  If not, I am 
confi dent that this apprenticeship will mean I have a lot to 
offer other employers.”

Swale’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Councillor John 
Wright said: “I am really pleased that as one of the larger 
employers in Swale, the council has been able to offer 
these apprenticeships to local young people. They have all 
proved themselves a credit to the council. I would encourage 
local employers to seriously consider providing these 
opportunities.” 

Eight apprentices have been employed with the council for 
a year, working across a wide range of service areas.  One 
apprentice has already secured a permanent position with 
the council.

A step onto the employment ladder

In August 
2012 Swale 
Borough 
Council 
recruited its 
first ever 
group of 
apprentices.

Open for business
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Healthy environment
A multi-agency operation has seen a sweep across 
the Isle of Sheppey targeting anti-social behaviour 
whilst offering health and safety advice to the 
community.

Swale Borough Council joined forces with the 
Department for Work and Pensions, Kent County 
Council, Kent Fire and Rescue Services, Kent Police, 
HMRC, UKBA, and VOSA in December 2012 in an 
environmental action day.

Swale’s Cabinet Member for Community Safety, 
Councillor Lesley Ingham said: “This day of action 
encompassed targeting the small minority responsible 
for anti-social behaviour in any form including; dog 
fouling, litter, fl y tipping, and any criminal activity. 
Bringing all agencies together, we are able to tackle 
all elements of anti-social behaviour, working together 
to make Sheppey a safer place for its residents and 
communities.”

Road checks were carried out by all agencies in 
Sheerness. A number of vehicles were stopped, but 
all were in order.

Two stores in Sheerness Town Centre were found 
to have counterfeit stock. Kent Fire and Rescue 
Services visited 27 commercial premises and issued 
improvement notices to six premises which will be 
revisited later this year.

Untaxed vehicles
Cracking down on anti-social behaviour has continued 

in 2013 with 
Operation Cubit in 
January, targeting 
untaxed vehicles.
Offi cers removed 
seven vehicles on 
the Isle of Sheppey 
and fi ve vehicles 
in Sittingbourne. In 

addition, one person paid an on the spot penalty and 
was instructed to get their vehicles taxed within 14 
days or incur further penalty.
If the vehicles are not claimed within 14 days, they will 
be either crushed or sold.

Clean 
sweep 
across 
Sheppey

Your recycling 
Swale Borough Council 
will be rolling out a new 
waste contract later this 
year which will increase 
recycling opportunities 
across the Borough, 
including weekly food 
waste collections.  
Keep an eye out for 
updates in Inside Swale 
on our website and in the 
local media.
For more information on 
what you can recycle visit 
www.swale.gov.uk/bins-
recycling
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Healthy environment

Exciting news…
Staying Put could now help you!
Staying Put, a Home Improvement Agency run by Swale Borough Council, has 
been offering services to help people live safely and independently in their homes 
for over 20 years. In the past, the service has only been available to people over 
the age of 60 and also to people living with a disability but now Staying Put is 
extending the service to other vulnerable groups.

If you are elderly, a teenage parent, a single parent on benefits, a 
young carer or you have any type of disability, for a small fee our 
Staying Put Handyperson may now be able to help you with those 
small jobs that you need doing around the home. This includes:

Home repairs
Staying Put can install grab rails, replace glass (excludes double 

glazed) and fi t draught excluders.

Making the home safe
Staying Put can replace/fi t locks, install spy holes and fi t door chains.

Making the home secure
Staying Put can fi t stair gates, smoke detectors, light bulbs, hinges and 

fi t child locks to cupboards.

For more information, to get free 
advice or obtain a quote 

please contact us on 
01795 417 131 

or email the team at
  stayingput@swale.gov.uk
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Advertisement

The hidden detail
You’d expect a room from Roots to look lovely, so here’s what you can’t see from 
these two photos of a basement kitchen in a listed building.

 Bespoke external door to meet
 Canterbury City Council’s specifi cation.
 Structural engineers report to allow
 support beams to be moved.
 Tiled drain cover with sealant that
 matches the tile grout.
 Extractor that activates automatically
 when air is damp.

Before: The damp basement kitchen

After: Fresh, bright and designed to last

Roots are specialists in design, 
supply, installation and full project 
management of your complete 
room, no matter how complicated it 
may appear.

If you have a complicated room to 
remodel, visit our showroom to take 
the fi rst step.

Open Monday to Saturday
9am - 5pm

Vine Farm,
Stockers Hill,
Boughton under Blean,
Faversham, Kent,
ME13 9AB
Telephone: 01227 751130

01
22

7 
75

11
30

w
w

w
.rk

bb
.c
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www.rkbb.co.uk
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Healthy Environment
Swale Borough Council will be 
reminding dog owners of their 
responsibility to clean up after 
their dogs as residents across the 
borough highlight dog fouling as one 
of their biggest priorities. 

Swale’s Cabinet Member for 
Environmental and Rural Affairs, 
Councillor David Simmons said: “We 
ask that all dog owners do the right 
thing, and clean up after their dog. 
We are appealing to the community 
to help us tackle this problem by 
telling us who, when and where 
people are failing to clean up after 
their dog. We will target the problem 

areas and tackle the offenders.” 

Kent Messenger’s Sheerness Times Guardian on the Isle 
of Sheppey, has joined forces with the council and local 
communities to help tackle the problem. Sheppey residents 
can keep up to date with the ‘Foul Play’ campaign by 
checking out the local newspaper, council website, Twitter 
and Facebook.

Failing to clean up after your dog is an offence and may land 
you with a fi xed penalty of £80.

You can report offenders at www.swale.gov.uk/dog-fouling 
or by contacting customer services on 01795 417 850.

2012 was a great year for Kent Wildlife Trust’s ‘Wild 
about Gardens’ scheme. The scheme encourages 
local gardeners to make their gardens wildlife-
friendly. 2012 saw the highest number of Gold 
awards with the Abbey Physic Community Garden 
in Faversham being chosen as the best community 
wildlife garden in Kent.

In the prestigious South and South East In Bloom competition, Sittingbourne and 
Doddington were awarded a Silver and the award for ‘Best Village’, and Faversham 
retained its Silver Gilt award.  Best of all, the volunteers who maintain Doddington 
Churchyard were given the Chairman’s Award for the exemplary way that the 
outstanding area is managed for wildlife. 

For more information on Swale in Bloom contact David Shaw on 07713 342 218.

Foul 
Play
Did you know 
dog waste 
can be put 
in any public 
rubbish bin – 
as long as it 
is bagged?

Swale In Bloom volunteers rewarded in 2012

Healthy environment
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Healthy environment

Active Swale Sports Awards

All things good and excellent in Swale sports were 
celebrated at the 2012 Active Swale Sports Awards, which 
took place in a glittering Olympic themed ceremony in 
December 2012. 

Swale torch bearers and local Olympic and Paralympic 
Games Makers were also celebrated during the event. 
Over £250 for the Swale Youth Development Fund was 
raised throughout the evening.

Other winners on the night were Ross Wilson - Junior 
Disability Sports Performer of the Year;  Steve Brown - 
Senior Disability Sports Performer of the Year; Patrick 
Denning - Junior Volunteer/Unsung Hero of the Year; Tim 
Bell/Stan Hampshire - Senior Volunteer/Unsung Hero 
of the Year; Tom Middleton MBE - Coach of the Year; 
Minterne Primary School Indoor - Junior Sports Team of 
the Year; Swale Indoor Bowls Club Ladies Triples Team - 
Senior Sports Team of the Year

Award winners and guests were entertained with 
demonstrations from Sittingbourne and Faversham 
Taekwondo Club, and an energetic hip hop and street 
dance display by Shake That dance school.

Thank you to all those who made themselves available 
to present awards, and joined the award winners in 
celebrating their achievements.

20
12

Winners left to right: 
Sean Molloy - Junior 
Sports Performer of 
the Year, Perry Martin - 
Senior Sports Performer 
of the Year and Swale 
Indoor Bowls Club - 
Sports Club of the Year.
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Healthy environment

Climate Local
Swale Borough Council has signed up 
to Climate Local, a strategy developed 
to inspire local authorities to take 
action to reduce carbon emissions and 
respond to changes in the climate.

Council 
Leader 
Andrew 
Bowles, who 
also chairs 
the Kent 
Environment 
Champions 
Group, said: 
“I am proud 
that Swale is 
one of the fi rst 
second-tier 
authorities in 
the country 

to sign up to Climate Local. It shows 
we are serious in our commitment 
to tackling climate change through a 
variety of actions.”

Help improve air quality 
across the borough
Part of the council’s duties is to monitor 
air quality across the Borough. This 
is important to safeguard health locally, 
nationally and internationally, can have 
an effect climate change, and 
also has an impact on acid rain that 
can cause damage to buildings, . 

Air quality management is important to 
ensure we are not exceeding the UK and 
EC limits. Breaches over these limits 
mean that the council must declare the 
areas as Air Quality Management Areas 
(AQMAs). Two AQMAs are needed in 
East Street / Canterbury Road and St 
Paul’s Street, in Sittingbourne.

Public meetings will be held to discuss 
ways to improve air quality and traffi c 
management in these areas. Become 
involved - bring your ideas to the 
meetings. Details will be publicised once 
a date has been set. Solutions used in 
other parts of Kent have included car 
sharing, walking buses, park and ride 
schemes, and green taxis.

View local food hygiene ratings near you
The National Food Hygiene Rating 
Scheme, led by The Food Standards 
Agency, was introduced by the council 
for all food businesses inspected from 
1 June 2012.

Aimed at reducing food-related illnesses, 
the scheme is not optional and, within 
time, most food shops and eateries will be 
subject to inspection. At the time of going 
to print, 248 food premises in Swale had 
been rated.

Ratings range from zero – which means urgent improvement is necessary – and a top 
notch fi ve. View the ratings on businesses near you on www.food.gov.uk/ratings.
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Medway Maritime Hospital’s birthing facilities have been 
given a boost after successfully securing a bid of £275k from 
the Department of Health at the start of the year. The Trust 
was one of 100 hospitals across the country sharing the 
government fund, available to upgrade and improve maternity 
services nationally.

Dot Smith, Consultant Midwife said: “Our maternity services 
have gone from strength to strength following the opening 
of the Birth Place, a home from home birthing unit to 
accommodate non-complicated births.”

“But women that transferred from the Birth Place into other 
maternity areas said they felt moved from “five star to two 
star” facilities. We not only wanted these mothers to have a 
consistently excellent experience, we wanted women who 
were not suitable to give birth in the new unit to have an 
improved experience too.”

The project is due to be completed in May and will create 
a more pleasing, calming and relaxing environment. This 
includes making clinical equipment less visible – which 
improves confidence in a woman’s ability to birth without 
intervention – painting the areas in soft shades and adding 
soft lighting. Privacy and dignity has been improved and all 
birth rooms have single access en-suites.

Improving birthing 
experiences

“This bid has allowed 
us to update and 

upgrade all our 
environments so 
all mothers have 

access to high 
standard birthing 

environments. We are 
committed to doing 
everything we can 

to achieve a positive 
birth experience 

for women.”

Dot Smith, 
Consultant Midwife.
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This spring, the Trust will be launching the learning disability healthcare 
passport. With generous financial support from the League of Friends, the 
health passport aims to improve the quality of care we provide for patients 
with learning disabilities. It will enable nurses and doctors to know more 
about the patient, providing a better understanding of their needs and the 
support they require.

Eunice Onaiyekan, Learning Disability Acute Liaison Nurse, said: “Learning 
disability healthcare passports will be used to help share information 
between those who support the individual with their healthcare needs. It 
provides specific information about the individual enabling us to tailor care.”

Aidan Murphy, League 
of Friends volunteer 
was diagnosed with 
Aspergers three 
years ago. He said: 
“A common trait of 
Aspergers is having 
difficulty with social interactions, not being able to read body language and 
people’s moods, which often leads to sufferers being misunderstood. My 
experience of using the hospital has been pretty good, but you don’t always 
see the same doctor or nurse each time you have an appointment. With the 
passport, staff can see what they need to know at a glance from where it was 
last time, rather than having to start from the beginning.”

The Trust’s Oliver Fisher Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit is thrilled to be recognised as one of the top five 
neonatal units in the UK by a national healthcare 
programme. 

Dr Ghada Ramadan, Consultant Neonatologist 
said: “We take great pride in these results. Our 
performance has reached over 95%. The neonatal 
unit has always strived for best quality care and this 
result is just one example of its many achievements.” 

The National Neonatal Audit Programme is funded 
by the Department of Health through the Healthcare 
Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP) and 
compares performances between neonatal units 
nationwide. It also sets standards of best practice 
and outcome of care. 

To find out more visit www.oliverfisher.org

g

eractions not being able to read body language and

Hospital launches learning 
disability healthcare passport 

The Oliver Fisher Unit Tops National 
Neonatal League Table
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Every month 
around 500 

babies are born 
at Medway 
Maritime 
Hospital

Around 900 
babies per year 
from Medway, 

Kent and 
beyond, spend 

time being 
looked after in 

the Oliver 
Fisher Unit
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Your Councillors

Abbey
Bryan Mulhern
01795 538 498
bryanmulhern@btinternet.com

Anita Walker
01795 531 192
anitajwalker@yahoo.co.uk

Borden
Nicholas Hampshire
01795 477 560 (eve) or 07739 108756
nicholashampshire@hotmail.com

Boughton & Courtenay
George Bobbin
01227 751 388
george.bobbin@btinternet.com
Andrew Bowles
01227 752 840 or 07778 629879
leader@swale.gov.uk

Chalkwell
Roger Truelove
01795 425 445
labourleader@swale.gov.uk
Ghlin Whelan
01795 475 629
ghlinwhelan@blueyonder.co.uk

Davington Priory
Mike Henderson
01795 534 368 or 07900 265 337
mr.michaelhenderson@virgin.net

East Downs
Colin Prescott
01795 590 054
colinprescott@swale.gov.uk

Grove
Duncan Dewar-Whalley
07889 808 871
d.dewarwhalley@btinternet.com
Gareth Randall
01795 474 802
gareth.randall@virgin.net

Hartlip, Newington & Upchurch
Gerry Lewin
01634 366 113
cllrlewin@swale.gov.uk

John Wright
01795 842 852
johnwright@swale.gov.uk

Iwade & Lower Halstow

Ben Stokes
01795 476 979

Kemsley
Sue Gent
01795 553 900
gentmiss@blueyonder.co.uk
Mike Whiting
01795 842 631
mikewhiting@swale.gov.uk

Leysdown & Warden
Patricia Sandle
01795 510 400
patriciasandle@aol.com

Milton Regis
Adam Tolhurst
01795 475 888
adamtolhurst@swale.gov.uk
Tony Winckless
01795 425 987
tonywinckless@swale.gov.uk

Minster Cliffs
Andy Booth
07912 464213 or 07824 556 185
andybooth@swale.gov.uk
Adrian Crowther
01795 874 418
adrian.crowther@kent.gov.uk
Kenneth Pugh
01795 871 388
ken.pugh@kent.gov.uk

Murston
Ed Gent
07955 111 981
e.gent@sky.com

 Conservative    Independent Group 
 Labour     Ungrouped Member
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Nick Williams
01795 479 835
nick_p_williams@yahoo.co.uk

Queenborough & Halfway

Jackie Constable
01795 665 238

Mick Constable
01795 665 238

Peter Marchington
01795 661 960 (eve) or 07767 607 456
petermarchington@hotmail.co.uk

Roman
Mike Haywood
07960 173 264
mikehaywood30@gmail.com
Martin McCusker
07403 006 997
martinmccusker@swale.gov.uk

Sheerness East
Mark Ellen
01795 667 027
cllr.markellen@yahoo.co.uk
David Sargent
01795 664 914
david.sargent@14cavour.freeserve.co.uk

Sheerness West
Angela Harrison
01795 665 029
angelaharrison@swale.gov.uk

Stephen Worrall
01795 665 589

Sheppey Central
Lesley Ingham
01795 881 123 or 07714 445 871
ingham989@btinternet.com
June Garrad
01795 227 592
jvgarrad@aol.com

John Morris
01795 881 102
johnmorris@swale.gov.uk

St Ann’s
Mike Cosgrove
01795 591 790
cllrcosgrove@swale.gov.uk
John Coulter
01795 539 046
johncoulter@swale.gov.uk

St Michael’s
Derek Conway
01795 424 865 or 07789 072 677
derekconway@swale.gov.uk

Sylvia Bennett
01795 476 979

Teynham & Lynsted
Richard Barnicott
01795 536 177
rickbarnicott@swale.gov.uk
Lloyd Bowen
01795 522 357
councillor_I_bowen@hotmail.com

Watling
David Simmons
01795 532 100
davidsimmons@swale.gov.uk
Ted Wilcox
01795 533 004
ted.wilcox@btinternet.com

West Downs
Monique Bonney
07973 443527
montybon1@aol.com

Woodstock
Alan Willicombe
01795 439 680
alan188@aol.com
Jean Willicombe
01795 439 680
jeanwillicombe@aol.com




