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Swale Community Leisure advert

LADIES-ONLY 
SWIMMING 
SESSIONS

www.swaleleisure.com
SwimIn Swale @SwimInSwale

Swallows Leisure Centre 
Central Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 4NT
Tel: 0179 542 0420

Non-judgemental, supportive, 
encouraging and friendly sessions where 
you will make new friends and swim with 
like-minded ladies.
Call or check our website for session 
times and to book...
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Welcome to the winter edition of 
Inside Swale
I would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
happy, healthy and prosperous 
New Year. I hope that 2017 is a 
successful one for yourself, those 
close to you, and indeed our 
whole community here in Swale. 
I am feeling really optimistic 
about the coming year for Swale 

as we to continue to move forward to realise our 
ambitions for the Borough.
With the holiday season almost upon us our 
Borough has really come to life with fairs, parades, 
festive lights and celebrations. To help you take 
advantage of these special events and enjoy all 
that Swale has to offer we’ve launched a new free 
Christmas Park and Ride into each of our town 
centres. I encourage you to try it out. Find out how 
on page 5. 
Whilst we enjoy the traditional accompaniments 
to the festive season, such as the giving and 
receiving of presents, and the opportunity provided 
to spend quality time with both friends and family, 
let us not forget the true meaning of Christmas. 
Please fi nd time to give thanks whether this be in 
church, or via your own religious or moral beliefs 
and practices. Also give thanks, to those who 
bear witness to the spirit of this season by sharing 
their time and abilities with others – not just at 
this festive season, though that is at the front of 
our minds at this time, but throughout the year. As 
part of this spirit of sharing I ask you to join with 
me in thanking everyone who gives their time for 
others. We celebrate the contribution these unsung 
heroes make with our annual Volunteer Awards. 
Nominations are now open for 2017 – fi nd out more 
on page 20.
Later in the magazine we meet some local primary 
school children in our recycling feature on page 15. 
These kids could show some of us adults a thing or 
two about why we should recycle and how to do it 
right. So why not take a leaf out of their book and 
make recycling as much as you can one of your 
New Year’s resolutions?
I hope you all have a fantastic holiday season.

 Index
 News
 A Borough 
 to be proud of
 A Community 
 to be proud of
 A Council 
 to be proud of

 Councillors

Contact us
Swale Borough Council
Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3HT
website: www.swale.gov.uk
email: csc@swale.gov.uk
phone: 01795 417 850
facebook: Swale Borough Council
twitter: @SwaleCouncil

Do you have diffi culty in understanding 
this magazine? Do you need it in 
Braille, large print or on audio CD? For 
translations or interpretations contact us 
on 01795 417 850 or csc@swale.gov.uk 
and we will do our best to help.

Inside Swale is written and designed 
by Swale Borough Council’s 
Communications and Marketing Team 
and distributed to 59,500+ homes.
For advertising or editorial 
email: insideswale@swale.gov.uk

Cover photo: Christmas lights, Sheerness Clock 
Tower - courtesy of the Sheerness Town Team.

Swale Borough Council neither endorse or accept any 
liability for representations made by its advertisers.

Andrew Bowles, 
Leader, Swale 
Borough Council
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          Free salt giveaway on Small Business Saturday
Swale Borough Council helped residents get 
ready for the cold months ahead with free sacks 
of salt. Residents were given more than 3,000 
sacks of salt to keep their paths free of ice and 
snow this winter.

The salt giveaway took place on Small Business 
Saturday, 3 December, at the new free Christmas 
Park and Ride sites in Faversham, Sheerness 
and Sittingbourne, and in the town centres.

Shoppers were out in force on the day showing 
their support for local shops, making Small Business Saturday a success.

The Council launched its free Park and Ride service on the day to encourage more 
visitors to all the towns during Christmas. See page 5 for full details.

  Remembrance Day
On Remembrance Sunday the Mayor and local councillors laid wreaths at war memorials 
in Faversham, Sheerness, Sittingbourne, and around the Borough to remember our 
war dead.
The Mayor of Swale, Cllr Lesley Ingham, said: “This Remembrance weekend the people 
of Swale stood together with myself and fellow councillors as a symbolic gesture to say 
how much we are behind our brave servicemen and women who have defended, and 
who continue to defend our country.”

Earlier in the week, to mark Sittingbourne’s close ties with 
Ypres, Swale Council again supported school ambassadors 
in making an annual ‘Journey of Commemoration’ to 
Belgium for Armistice Day on Friday 11 November. 
The Council was represented by the Mayor and Mayoress, 
Councillor Lesley Ingham and Miss Ashlee Brawn, and the 
Mayoral Cadet who joined representatives from around the 
world at the annual Armistice Service in Ypres. They were 
supported by school ambassadors from the majority of 

senior schools across the Borough. Floral tributes from the people of Swale were laid at 
the Menin Gate following the annual Poppy Parade through the town centre, and at the 
Belgian Memorial.   
After the formal service and Last Post in Ypres the civic party and the school 
ambassadors travelled by coach to the Tyne Cot Cemetery and Memorial, where many 
men from Swale are listed. 
At the same time, here in Swale, the Mayor was represented by Cllr Ken Ingleton at the 
Armistice Day Service at Sheerness Cemetery, where he placed a wreath at the Cross 
of Sacrifi ce and placed crosses on several of the war graves.



55

 Free Christmas Park and 
 Ride into Swale’s Towns 
Shoppers in Swale can Park and Ride for free in the 
run up to Christmas.

We’re running a special Park and Ride scheme in 
Faversham, Sheerness and Sittingbourne in the lead 
up to Christmas. 

The scheme was launched on Small Business 
Saturday on 3 December, and will run again on 
Saturday 10 December and Saturday 17 December. 

This is a huge boost to the number of parking spaces 
on offer, and means many more visitors for our towns.   

Bus services will run from 9am to 5.30pm, with bus 
departures every 15 minutes from each of the three 
sites into the respective town centres and back.

Park and Ride sites
Sittingbourne 
Meadowfi eld School, Swanstree Avenue, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 4NL
Sheerness 
Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey, West Campus:  
Marine Parade, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 2BE
Faversham 
The Abbey School, London Road, Faversham, 
Kent ME13 8RZ
Cllr Alan Horton, Cabinet Member for Safer Families 
and Communities, said: “This exciting new innovation 
should help bring more visitors to our town centres in 
the busy Christmas shopping period and help local 
traders and businesses.
“We hope shoppers and visitors use the Park and 
Ride to make more of their day and stay longer than 
they might have, enjoying the experience and getting 
into the festive spirit.”
Find out more at 
www.swale.gov.uk/free-christmas-park-and-ride

  Cashless parking
Remember you don’t need 
cash to park in Swale. 

You can pay for parking 
by phone, app or text 
message using our ‘park, 
pay and go’ service at all 
Swale Borough Council 
car parks. For information 
go to www.swale.gov.uk/
car-parks
If you choose this service 
you don’t need to insert 
cash or display a ticket. 

Customers can still use 
Pay and Display machines 
if they prefer.

 Disabled parking 
 time doubled
Swale Borough Council has 
doubled the amount of time 
disabled drivers can park 
for free in its short stay car 
parks.

The changes came into 
effect on 1 November, and 
mean Blue Badge holders 
can now park for eight 
hours, instead of four, in 44 
Council car parks across the 
Borough.

For more information on 
either of these schemes or to 
fi nd a car park visit
www.swale.gov.uk/car-parks

as Parkkkkkkk annd anddddddddd
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    Peer review praises leadership
Swale has been recognised as a well-
managed authority with strong leadership 
from the Leader and the Chief Executive.

This was one of the key fi ndings in 
Swale Borough Council’s Corporate Peer 
Challenge report, released by the Local 
Government Association. It also praised 
the way the Council works to support 

community involvement, and noted its prudent fi nancial 
management.

For the review, a team of councillors and offi cers from 
other councils visited service areas and spoke to more 
than 180 people, including offi cers, members and external 
partners.

Their report highlights positive fi ndings and offers 
recommendations on how the Council can move forward. 
An action plan has been agreed by the Council setting out 
how it will respond to the recommendations. 

You can view the whole report here www.swale.gov.uk/
peer-review

Chief Executive 
Abdool Kara

 Health and 
 Safety Gold
For the fourth year 
running, the Council has 
won a Gold Achievement 
Award in the 2016 
RoSPA (Royal Society 
for the Prevention of 
Accidents) Occupational 
Health and Safety 
Awards. 

Chief Executive Abdool 
Kara, said: “I’m delighted 
that we have been 
recognised with this Gold 
Award for the combined 
efforts of everyone within 
the Council who focus 
on creating the safe and 
healthy environment in 
which we can continue 
to make Swale a better 
place.”

 Medway Maritime Hospital – a positive end 
 to the year
Medway NHS Foundation Trust has been in special measures since 2013, and 
experienced some challenging times. However, with a strong leadership team in place 
and a renewed focus on delivering the best care for patients, things are beginning to 
change for the better. Some of the key achievements in 2016 include:
 The percentage of patients who would recommend Medway Maritime Hospital 
  as a place to be cared for has risen to 85.2 per cent
 Patients stay for less time – the average length of stay on admissions wards 
  has gone down from 11 days to three
 Fewer patients stay in hospital unnecessarily – 40 per cent fewer patients who 
  are fi t for discharge remain in hospital
 The Trust employs more staff in its Emergency Department – nursing 
  vacancies in the Emergency Department have reduced from 60 per cent to less
  than 25 per cent
 The hospital sees patients who arrive by ambulance sooner – around 60 per 
  cent of ambulance patients within 15 mins – making it consistently one of the 
  best performing NHS Trusts in the region.
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is carrying out a full inspection at the end of 
November. The Trust will update the people of Swale with the outcome of the inspection 
in the New Year.
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 Companionship at Christmas
A special team of volunteers is serving up Christmas dinners for residents who would 
otherwise be alone over the holidays. Companionship at Christmas, now in its 25th 
year, is run by Swale Community and Voluntary Service. 

Guests, who are usually lonely, elderly, possibly housebound, and do not have family 
nearby, spend the day at Phoenix House Community Centre in Sittingbourne. 

Together they enjoy a Christmas dinner, 
quizzes, carol singing, and most important of 
all, companionship. 

It’s completely free as the whole two days are 
run entirely by a dedicated team of volunteers 
– some who have been volunteering for over 
20 years.  

One guest, Bill, aged 89, said: “It means so 
much to me to have somewhere like this to go 

on Christmas Day. My family moved to America and I don’t see them often. These 
people are my family for that day and that is very important to me.”

Transport is available to Phoenix House. Places are limited, so booking is essential. 
If you would like to book a place or volunteer, then please contact Julia or Zoe on 
01795 473 828 or email zoe.deveson@swalecvs.co.uk

 Christmas opening times

Swale House,
Sittingbourne

Sheppey 
Gateway,

Sheerness

Alexander 
Centre,

Faversham

Fri 23 December 8.45am to 4.30pm 9am to 5pm 9am to 4.30pm

Mon 26 December Closed Closed Closed

Tues 27 December Closed Closed Closed

Weds 28 December Closed Closed Closed

Thurs 29 December 8.45am to 5pm 9am to 5pm 9am to 5pm

Fri 30 December 8.45am to 4.30pm 9am to 5pm 9am to 4.30pm

Mon 2 January Closed Closed Closed

Tues 3 January Return to normal opening hours
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 Skatepark Trust plans approved   
Sittingbourne will be home to a new multi-use skatepark, after Swale Borough Council 
agreed £200,000 funding for the scheme. As well as being used for regular day-to-day 
activities, the plans include hosting annual events and providing training and enterprise 
opportunities for local young people. The idea for a skatepark was fi rst suggested in 2011 
for the site next to the Mill Way Retail Park, by a group of young people fed up with having 
nowhere to go. Since then, more than £300,000 has been secured to design and build 
the park, with much of that funding dependent on a Trust coming forward to run the park 
independently of the Council.
A group led by Brogdale CIC, and including Amicus Horizon, McCabe Ford Williams, 
Swale Young People, Bird and Pest Solutions and Cllr Mike Whiting, developed its 
business plan which has agreed by the Council.
Brogdale CIC – a local community interest company – will work with the young people who 
have been campaigning for the skatepark, to create a top class facility and a hub of activity 
and local enterprise. Outline planning permission has already been agreed, and detailed 
plans are expected to come to the Council for planning permission by spring 2017.

   Heritage regeneration
The rich history of Sheerness will be central to regeneration plans being drawn up to 
breathe new life into the Town. The Council will invest £205,000 from its regeneration 
reserve fund on a number of projects to help kick-start and shape regeneration in Sheerness 
and surrounding areas. The emphasis will be on building upon the Town’s rich heritage.
To make this happen £50,000 has been set aside to deliver an over-arching regeneration 
framework. It will set a clear vision for Sheerness and West Sheppey, with the involvement 
and support of key strategic stakeholders such as Sheppey Matters, Queenborough 
Harbour Trust, and local councillors. This will build on the work of local members to look at 
ways to unlock the potential of local heritage assets by bringing them back into use to help 
improve and redefi ne the area to attract residents, visitors and investors.
A further £50,000 will go towards developing a wider strategic approach for heritage 
development in Sheerness, and £35,000 to develop a Borough-wide Heritage Strategy.  
And £70,000 is being agreed as a contribution towards Sheerness Dockyard Preservation 
Trust’s bid for Heritage Lottery Funding to restore the Dockyard Church. 
Cllr Gerry Lewin, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Planning, said: “Sheerness has 
been shaped by centuries of naval activity, and we want to use this to deliver meaningful, 
sustainable regeneration for the Town and its surrounding areas. We are already working 
with key partners such as Peel Ports and the Sheerness Dockyard Preservation Trust to 
make sure important historic assets are protected, and now we need to plan how we can 
work together to bring them into use to benefi t the local community.”
William Palin, Chair of the Sheerness Dockyard Preservation Trust, said: “The Sheerness 
Dockyard Preservation Trust is delighted that Swale Borough Council has chosen to 
support our project with this generous grant. This grant will help us to unlock substantial 
funds from the Heritage Lottery Fund to whom we are submitting a major enterprise grant 
application for the repair and reuse of this key historic building in December.”



9

   Investing in Sittingbourne’s regeneration
Swale Council’s fi nances are set to be 
boosted by up to £2.1 million a year, 
after ambitious plans to invest in the 
regeneration of Sittingbourne were 
presented to Cabinet in November.   
The Council plans to borrow up to £28 
million to buy the leisure and big box 
retail developments in Sittingbourne. 
Any investment will be subject to the 
Council completing fi nal due diligence 
on the project and, given the fi nancial guarantees they are providing, it will also have 
to be agreed by the board of the development partner U+I. 
The Council will also fund £2.2m of essential highways work from reserves to enable 
the project to go ahead, and the £500,000 of demolition costs provided by the South 

East Local Enterprise Partnership 
for the Princes Street Depot 
site – which would need to be 
demolished anyway – will also be 
underwritten by the Council. 
This is all part of Swale’s continued 
work to become self-fi nancing 
in the face of ongoing cuts to 
funding from central government.  
Historic low interest rates means 

the Council can access cheap borrowing to invest, and independent expert fi nancial 
advice suggests we are likely to achieve a substantial fi nancial return on this scheme.
Cllr Duncan Dewar-Whalley, Cabinet Member for Finance, said: “This is a great 
opportunity for the Council to kick start our strategy of becoming fi nancially self-
suffi cient, and at the same be investing in the regeneration of Sittingbourne.
“We have worked long and hard for this moment which will hugely increase the 
leisure and retail offering to the residents of the whole Borough whilst making an 
excellent fi nancial return that will benefi t our Borough for many years to come.” 
Meanwhile popular national chains Pizza Express, Wildwood, Home Bargains and 
Travelodge have signed up to join the £57m Spirit of Sittingbourne regeneration project. 
Subject to planning approval, Home Bargains will be the fi rst of three new retail 
offerings designed by The Harris Partnership to be located in the Princes Street Depot 
site, just off Eurolink Way. 
For visitors to Sittingbourne, a new 63-bed Travelodge, located opposite the train 
station and boasting views over the new public square, will be a welcome arrival. 
Combined with the latest restaurant offerings, this will provide a further boost for 
Sittingbourne’s night life - helping to make it a ‘destination town’.
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“I am part of much 
more than just a 
school,  I am part  
of a family”   
 
Year 7 Student 

Together we will create outstanding, 
inspira onal educa on in a  vibrant, 
inclusive environment that will  
transform the learning and lives of 
those we serve.  

Together we will unlock and            
celebrate the unique and limitless         
poten al of every individual, to lay 
the founda ons for a successful and 
fulfilling  future. 

Together we will build the school of 
choice where all feel pride in                  
belonging to a happy, caring family; 
the heart of our community.     
Our Oasis, our Sheppey. 

www.oasisacademyisleofsheppey.org 



  Swale Business Awards 2016 
COOK Trading has been named Swale Business of the Year 2016.
The awards saw more than 200 people from businesses across the Borough come 
together to see which of the 17 fi nalists would be crowned a winner. The diversity and 
excellence of local entrants from Sittingbourne, Sheppey and Faversham have made the 
awards incredibly successful over the ten years they have been run.

Cllr Mike Cosgrove, Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration, said:  “The judges had a 
diffi cult job choosing the winners from 
an incredible cross-section of fantastic 
businesses. 

“From established fi rms, and recent 
start-ups, to those with a handful of 
employees and businesses employing 
hundreds, these awards show the quality 
of the businesses thriving in our region.”

The winners in each category were:
   Small business of the year - CS One Design
   Employer of the year - Farmwood Mechanical & Electrical Services
   Judges special award - PlantWorks Ltd
   Customer care and service - Joint winners: No Place Like Home and
    William Whitmey Independent Funeral Directors
   Sheppey business of the year - AngelsLocks Hair Extensions
   Faversham business of the year - Bombus
   Sittingbourne business of the year - Gallery Direct Ltd
   Swale business of the year - COOK Trading Ltd

Swale Business of the Year COOK employs more than 330 people in Sittingbourne 
alone. The business has its own network of 87 shops 
nationwide, and also sells its food online and through an 
additional 400 independent retailers.

They are a massive local employer, and were ranked 
highest placed retailer and 28th overall in the Sunday Times 
Top 100 Companies to Work for. 

The awards were held at The Barnyard in Upchurch on 14 
October.

A charity raffl e held on the night raised £1,413 for the Mayor 
of Swale’s chosen charities – SSAFA Forces Help and The 
Perthes Association.

For more information about the awards, visit 
www.swalebusinessawards.co.uk

Dale Penfold of 
COOK Trading Ltd 
said: “I’m completely 
over the moon, we 
never expected to win. 
We’re very excited 
that we can infl uence 
other companies to 
go the same way that 
we’re going. We can 
use our business as 
a force for good in 
society.”

11
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 New Pharmaceutical Development 
 Centre Open for Business
Aesica Pharmaceuticals opened a new state-of-the-art Development Centre in Swale, 
on 13 September 2016.

The new 1,500m2 centre was offi cially opened by 
the Mayor of Swale, Councillor Lesley Ingham, 
who was joined by managing director Dr Ian Muir, 
commercial director Mark Hammond, and quality 
director Chris Howell. 
Aesica works with pharmaceutical companies 
from around the world to develop and 
manufacture medicines, which can then be 
turned into tablets, capsules or liquids, and then 
packaged and labelled at their Queenborough site 
on North Road.
Aesica works on a wide range of products, such 
as cough syrups, tablets and skin creams that can 
be bought from the chemist, or more specialist 
medicines that are prescribed by doctors. Soon 
they will be working on medicines that you can 
take via an inhaler, in much the same way as 
many asthma sufferers already do.
The Queenborough site has a long history of 
pharmaceutical development, having formerly 
belonged to Abbott Laboratories from 1961 to 
2007. 

Dr Muir said: “The opening of our new Development Centre brings research and 
development back to the site. 
“Aesica’s Queenborough site is now one of the biggest pharmaceutical manufacturing 
sites in the UK, and in Europe.”
The site currently has about 450 employees and, as new projects are taken on, the 
company is actively recruiting for both experienced scientists and recent graduates to 
complement the existing team’s capabilities. 
Cllr Mike Cosgrove, Swale Council’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration, said: “Swale 
has the largest proportion of life science companies than any other Kent council. 
We want to encourage more high quality companies such as Aesica to invest in the 
Borough. We welcome them to Swale and are committed to supporting and helping all 
our local businesses to thrive here in our Borough.”
Aesica is recruiting for a variety of specialist roles across formulation and analytical 
services. More details can be found on the careers page www.aesica-pharma.com/
careers/ or by contacting the careers team at careers@aesica-pharma.com

Mayor Councillor Lesley Ingham cuts 
the ribbon to offi cially open Aesica’s 
Development Centre. From left to right: 
Commercial Director Mark Hammond; 
Managing Director Dr Ian Muir; Mayor 
of Swale Councillor Lesley Ingham; 
Quality Director Chris Howell.
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 PopUp Business School 
The award winning start-up training team PopUp Business School 
is coming to Sittingbourne this New Year to help people start-up and 
grow businesses. 
Designed to help people fi nd the confi dence to try their ideas, the 
PopUp Business School has a completely different approach to 
starting a business, helping people to make money from doing what 
they love.
In partnership with Swale Borough Council and AmicusHorizon, 
PopUp Business School will be running a free two week programme 
with two workshops each day, informal one-to-one support, as well as 
a live trading opportunity.   
With workshops such as ‘how to start a business with no money’ and 
‘how to make a great website for free’, the PopUp Business School 

targets a new kind of entrepreneur. Over the past fi ve years PopUp Business School has 
helped many people kick-start their commercial dreams. 
The two week programme will run from Monday 30 January 2017 to Friday 10 February 
2017. The programme will comprise seven days of workshop related activity and three 
days of ‘sales/trading’ activity.  
For more information visit  www.popupbusinessschool.co.uk/swale

Are you looking for a professional modern location to 
meet clients, hold meetings or deliver training?

Sheppey Gateway is the 
ideal location...
Sheppey Gateway opened in November 
2011 as a shared site between Swale 
Borough Council, Kent County Council, 
Kent Libraries and Archives, and Adult 
Education, alongside many more 
organisations and partners who use the 
facility. The building is centrally located 
in Sheerness High Street, with public 
transport links and car parking facilities 
close by. 

Sheppey Gateway provides a range of 
room and desk facilities for hire at very 
reasonable rates.

For more information on prices and 
bookings please email 
Sarah-JaneRadley@swale.gov.uk 
or call 01795 417 850.
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 Counting the cost of litter 
Swale’s commitment to cracking down on litter is paying off. So far this year we have 
successfully prosecuted 137 offenders for failing to pay fi xed penalty notices (FPNs). 

Recent cases include prosecutions for failing to pay FPNs for dumping rubbish in 
alleyways in Sheerness, and for littering in town centres. 

Cllr Alan Horton, Cabinet Member for Safer Families and Communities, said: “Most 
residents get rid of their waste responsibly and they are sick of others littering or 
dumping their waste in alleyways, creating a mess that has to be cleared up at the 

taxpayer’s expense.

“Wherever we can fi nd who has done 
it, we’ll take action to get the message 
across that we, and local people, won’t 
stand for this.”  

For more information about the Council’s 
work to tackle litter visit
www.swale.gov.uk/litter

Money raised from fi nes  – after 
paying for legal costs and funding 
the scheme – all goes back into local 
environmental initiatives. 
These include: 
 Free pocket ash trays 
 Litter picking equipment
 Cigarette butt ballot bins

New £400 fines to tackle flytipping
New powers have come in which allow us to issue fi nes of £400 
for fl ytipping. We have a strong history of tackling environmental 
crime, and we’re committed to prosecuting anyone caught 
dumping waste. The new FPNs means that in future offenders 
will be dealt with more quickly and could face even bigger fi nes.
We’re fi ghting fl ytipping with mobile CCTV cameras in hotspots, 
environmental crime stickers on fl ytips, and extra patrols. 

You can help us tackle the problem by making sure anyone who takes your waste is 
registered to do so. If your waste is found fl y tipped and you cannot advise who removed 
it, you may receive a hefty fi ne. Check for free whether a person or company is registered 
to carry waste at https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/index
Household waste sites
You can also bring household waste direct to local tips, which are managed by Kent 
County Council. Some vehicles are restricted from entering the sites - for example 
those with gross vehicle weight of more than 3.5 tonnes. Some other vehicles require 
free vouchers. 
Vehicles allowed into the KCC household waste sites without needing vouchers include 
cars and estate cars with windows all the way round and seats throughout, people 
carriers, and trailers.
You can fi nd your nearest household waste site, see if your vehicle is restricted, and 
apply for vouchers online at www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/rubbish-and-
recycling/vehicle-restrictions-and-vouchers.
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 Eco-friendly Sheppey pupils make 
 the recycling grade 

Swale pupils put their eco skills to the test when they 
created their very own recycling centre at school.
The children from two primary schools on the Isle 
of Sheppey got top marks in a fast-paced session 
sorting household items into the correct bin. Before 
they were put to the test,  the pupils took part in a 
hands-on lesson run by Swale Borough Council on 
how to recycle correctly.
They were shown which household items can be 
recycled but are often thrown in the rubbish bin – like 
cardboard toilet roll tubes and toothpaste boxes, foil 
food trays (rinsed), and juice boxes.
Just as importantly they found out what can’t go in 
the recycling bin – household waste, black sacks, 
and used nappies are all too often found in blue bins.

Cllr David Simmons, Cabinet Member for 
Environmental and Rural Affairs at the Council, 
said: “Recycling helps to protect the environment, 
and saves money by reducing the costs of getting 
rid of waste. These kids really know their stuff and 
have shown us how easy it is to get it right.  We 
collect it all right from your doorstep so there’s 
really no excuse not to get involved.”

The special event was organised as part of the 
Council’s ongoing work with schools and local 
communities to raise awareness of recycling, and 
make sure the right things end up in the right bin.

Did you know?
Nearly 1,000 
tonnes of waste that 
could have been 
recycled was sent 
for disposal last year 
in Swale because 
the wrong items 
were put into blue 
recycling bins.

Far left: Pupils from 
All Saints Church of 
England Primary School, 
Eastchurch. 
Left to right: Kieren 9, 
Sienna 10, Honey 10.

Left: Pupils from 
St. Clement Church of 
England Primary School, 
Leysdown. 
Left to right: Ellie 9, 
Elisha 9, Amelia 10.

Stephen, 10, from All Saints 
Church of England Primary 
School said: “If you don’t recycle 
it will affect your future and your 
child’s future. “

Eco councillor Amelia, 10, 
from St Clement Church of 
England Primary School said: 
“Waste can create a dangerous 
gas when it goes to landfill.”
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Recycling and Refuse Collection dates 

Week 2 collections

Week 1 collections

    Blue Wheelie Bin Collection week              Green Wheelie Bin Collection week
Don’t forget, food waste recycling collections are collected weekly with both bins.      

February 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28

March 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

April 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

May 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

December 2016
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

January 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

If you are unsure of your collection week go to www.swale.gov.uk/my-
collection-day and click the link ‘Next Bin Collection’, or call Customer 
Services on 01795 417 888.

For collections during the Christmas period please look at the information to the right.

February 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28

March 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

April 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

May 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

December 2016
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

January 2017
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

In the event of inclement weather, please leave your recycling and waste out on your 
collection day and we will get to you as soon as we can. Daily updates will be on our 
website www.swale.gov.uk
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 Festive food waste recycling 
Christmas, holiday celebrations and visits from friends and family means full fridges, 
celebration meals, and more food waste.

It’s better for your wallet and the planet 
to reduce your food waste as much as 
you can. But food that needs disposing 
of should be recycled in your food waste 
caddy.

It’s quick and easy to use your food 
caddy – and we collect it every week.
If you need a food waste caddy or to fi nd 
out more about the service visit 
www.swale.gov.uk/food-waste or 
call 01795 417 888

    Your Christmas waste collections
If your collection 
day falls on...  It will be 

collected on...
Mon 26 December  Tues 27 December
Tues 27 December  Weds 28 December
Weds 28 December  Thurs 29 December
Thurs 29 December  Fri 30 December
Fri 30 December  Sat 31 December

Collections return to normal from 
Monday 2 January 2017

Christmas trees 
If you 

subscribe to 
our garden recycling 

service, you can cut up 
your real tree and place it 
in your brown bin and we 

will collect it. The broken up 
tree must fi t in the brown 

bin with the lid closed.
You cannot recycle 

artifi cial trees.

   Recycling this Christmas
Christmas is a time when we have lots more waste. But thanks to 

Swale Council’s recycling service it’s easy to recycle most of it.
Rinsed plastic drinks bottles and pots, tubs and trays, drinks 
cans and food tins can all be recycled, along with glass 
bottles and jars. 

Recycle all your extra cardboard, wrapping paper and 
packaging. Please no glittery cards though! Do the scrunch 

test to check whether you can recycle shiny wrapping paper – if it 
springs back when scrunched it cannot be recycled. Remember to fl atten boxes to make 
more space in your blue bin. 
If you still have extra you can put excess recycling beside your blue bin in clear sacks or 
cardboard boxes. For more information on recycling please visit our website www.swale.
gov.uk/bins-recycling
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   Get ready for winter
It’s never too early to get ready for winter, whether it’s planning on how to stay warm or 
getting your house or vehicle prepared for when the colder weather arrives.

Keep warm 
One of the best ways of keeping yourself well during winter is to stay warm. This can 
help prevent colds, fl u, or more serious health conditions. If you have reduced mobility, 
are 65 or over, or have a health condition such as heart or lung disease, you should heat 
your home to at least 18C. 
Wrap up, inside and out. Wear lots of thin layers - clothes made from cotton, wool or 
fl eecy fi bres help maintain body heat. Try to stay inside during a cold snap if you have 
heart or respiratory problems.
There are grants, benefi ts and advice available to make your home more effi cient, 
improve your heating, and help with bills. Find out what’s available and if you are eligible 
here: www.gov.uk/browse/benefi ts/heating And fi nd ways to improve your energy 
effi ciency here: www.gov.uk/energy-grants-calculator
Eat well and stay active
Try to make sure that you have hot meals and drinks regularly throughout the day, 
and keep active in the home if you can. Exercise is good for your overall health, even 
moderate exercise can bring health benefi ts. Remember to speak to your GP before 
starting any exercise plan. For more information on what support is available go to: 
www.kenthealthandwellbeing.nhs.uk.

Think ahead
  Order repeat prescriptions in good time ensuring you have enough medicines.
  Have your heating checked regularly and ensure chimneys are swept.
  Check weather forecasts and plan ahead with food supplies.

Help your neighbours 
Check on older neighbours or relatives to make sure they’re 

safe and well. 
If you’re worried about a relative or an elderly neighbour, 

contact Kent County Council on 03000 41 61 61 
(Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm); or on call 03000 41 
91 91 (outside of offi ce hours - for emergencies 
only); email social.services@kent.gov.uk; or ring 
the Age UK helpline on 0800 00 99 66.
More information is available about how to keep 
yourself and others safe during cold weather at: 
Kent County Council (KCC): www.kent.gov.uk/social-
care-and-health/health/healthy-living/winter-health  or
NHS: www.nhs.uk/staywell/
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 Worried about falls at home?
Simple changes at home can prevent 
accidents and help vulnerable residents 
continue to live independently. 

Swale Borough Council’s Staying Put service 
offers health and safety checks for elderly or other vulnerable residents to help 

identify possible hazards. 

When people have lived in their home for many of 
years they can miss risks - such as trailing wires and 
high thresholds - until they have had a fall. 

After a visit the team can arrange their handyperson 
to carry out the necessary work. Often small 
improvements can prevent a fall, and even a hospital 
admission. Clients could be struggling with their 
stairs but a simple solution of putting an additional 
hand rail up can make all the difference and improve 
someone’s life, as well as preventing a fall.  

Mrs Patricia Friend from Sittingbourne, who had one 
fi tted last month, said: “It’s really improved my quality 
of life. It’s made it a lot safer to go upstairs and it’s 
not putting such a strain on my back anymore.”

Cllr Ken Pugh, Cabinet Member for Housing and 
Wellbeing, said: “Staying Put has a vital role to 
play in supporting people who need adaptations 
to their homes to maintain their independence, or 
to make life easier as they get older.”

Staying Put also helps with hospital discharges. 
To help get people back home and out of hospital 
faster they can quickly deal with adaptations and 
carry out small jobs, such as changing doorways 
to improve access, putting up grab rails, or 
moving furniture to make room for hospital bed. 
Last year the team helped 103 residents return 
home more quickly after a hospital stay.

All of the work carried out by the Staying Put 
Team is essential for the changing needs of 
residents as they get older, enabling them to live independently and safely in their 
own homes for as long as possible. 

If you feel you or a friend or family member would benefi t from a health and safety 
check, or works to help them to safely at home for longer, please call the Staying Put 
Team on 01795 417 131 or visit www.swale.gov.uk/stayingput.

Last year 236 health 
and safety checks 
were carried out. 
368 jobs were 
completed that 
helped to prevent a 
fall in the home.
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 Celebrate your community heroes
Do you know an 
exceptional volunteer who 
goes the extra mile to help 
make Swale special? 
If so, then the Volunteer Swale 
Awards are your chance to see 
them rewarded for all they do. 
Nominations are now open for the 
2017 Volunteer Swale Awards. 

Cllr Andrew Bowles said: 
“Across Swale so many  
volunteers tirelessly give their 
time. Each and every one of 
them deserves a huge thank 
you. Our Volunteer Swale 
Awards means we can give 
some of them the recognition 
they are due.
“If you know an exceptional 
volunteer or team of 
volunteers who have gone 
above and beyond, help us 
say thank you by nominating 
them for a Volunteer Swale 
award.”
Nominations are open until 
Midnight on Friday 16 
December 2016. 
Nominate your special 
individual or team by 
using the online form, by 
downloading a form, or on 
Twitter and Facebook. You 
can also contact us direct, 
using the information on the 
page 21.
Full details on how are 
on www.swale.gov.uk/
volunteer-swale

The Volunteer Swale 2016 winners.
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Bene  t Cap changes are coming!

From 
7 November 2016, 
you could be at RISK 
of losing up to 
£160 per week 
from your Housing Bene  t

Support is available to help with 
these changes.

Please contact Housing Options
at Swale Borough Council 
on 01795 417 622 or email 
housingoptions@swale.gov.uk

Your home is at risk if you 
do not pay your rent

Please speak to us before you 
consider other forms of  nancial 
sources i.e. Loans
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Please speak to us before you
consider other sources of fi nancial help, 
such as pay day loans and loan sharks.
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    Watch out for loan sharks 
Christmas can be costly and a time when people 
fi nd themselves strapped for cash. Unfortunately 
illegal money lenders – or loan sharks – can take 
advantage of this.
Loan sharks charge very high rates of interest and 
don’t give much paperwork to confi rm arrangements. 
They often take other illegal action to collect, such as 
threatening violence or taking away credit cards or 
valuables. In extreme cases, they have been known 
to force non-payers into prostitution and drug dealing. 
If a loan shark threatens you or acts in a violent 
way, contact the police straight away on the non-
emergency number 101, or 999 in an emergency.
For help contact the Citizens Advice Consumer 
Service helpline on 03454 04 05 06. They’ll report 
the issue to your local Trading Standards offi ce and  
help you deal with the situation.
To lend money lawfully you have to be authorised 
by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). If you 
borrowed money from someone who isn’t FCA 
authorised, you haven’t broken the law they have. 
Find out whether a money lender is authorised by 
checking the register here www.fca.org.uk

Online fraud is becoming an increasing problem as more shoppers turn to the internet 
for their Christmas shopping. 
There are lots of ways to protect yourself online:
 Never use use money transfer services to pay for goods online 
 Use strong passwords which combine letters, numbers and other characters
 Change your passwords often and try to use different passwords for each account
 Independently verify sellers’ contact details and company information before buying 
  from them
 Check that a padlock symbol is displayed the webpage’s bottom right hand corner 
  or in the address bar at checkout
 Delete unsolicited emails from people or businesses you don’t know without 
  opening them
 Don’t give your personal or fi nancial information or passwords to anyone, especially 
  by email
If you think you may have become the victim of a scam, report it to Consumer Direct 
on  08454 04 05 06 or visit consumerdirect.gov.uk.  You can also report fraud to your 
local police station or Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or www.actionfraud.org.uk

   Leave it, lose it
Thieves know where to look for 
your valuables. 

The Swale Community Safety 
Partnership has a few simple 
tips to help prevent vehicle 
crime.

 Keep keys safe and out of sight
 Park in a well lit area or in a
 garage if possible
 Remove all valuables and 
 lock doors and windows no 
 matter how briefl y you leave 
 your vehicle
 Never leave your  engine 
 running while it is unattended
 Remove Sat Nav cradles and 
 wipe away any suction marks
 Register your valuables on 
 www.immobilise.com

Online fraud
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Gold for stray dog service
Swale’s stray dogs get some of the best care in the country, 
according to the RSPCA. For the seventh year in a row our 
stray dog service has been awarded the Gold Footprint 
Award, which recognises good practice in animal welfare by 
local authorities.
The award recognises all aspects of the service, including the 
call centre, the dog wardens, the out-of-hours team, and the 
use of social media, which all help us to reunite lost dogs with 
their families as fast as possible.
Cllr Alan Horton, Cabinet Member for Safer Families and Communities, said: “The 
stray dog service is one of the ‘hidden gem’ services we provide that people don’t 
think about unless they need it. If they do, I hope they’re reassured that the service is 
of the highest standard.

“With Swale being the fi rst local authority in Kent to be 
awarded the Gold Footprint, and the only one to hold it for 
seven consecutive years, it demonstrates that the work the 
team consistently do is second to none.”
For news on stray dogs found in Swale, follow the Council’s 
twitter account or the service’s Facebook page.
To report a stray dog during normal offi ce hours, the public 
should call 01795 417 850 and arrangements will be made 
for the dog to be collected.
If a dog is found between 5pm and 9pm on weekday evenings, 
and between 9am and 9pm at weekends and on bank 
holidays, ring the found stray dog line on 07795 237 479.
See our stray dog team in action in our new short fi lm – the 

video gives a taste of the sort of work they do. Watch it on our YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/SwaleCouncil

STRAY DOGS 2016

Dog Warden Tim in 
action with a stray dog.

 Has your dog been 
 chipped? 
By law all dog over eight weeks old 
must be microchipped. Dogs that are 
microchipped are much more likely 
to be returned to you safely if they 
are lost or stolen.  
To fi nd out more about your 
responsibilities as a dog owner and 
the Council’s stray dog service visit: 
www.swale.gov.uk/stray-dogs

 Tackling dog mess
We’ve got you covered when you’re out 
walking your dog.

You can get free dog waste bags to pick up 
after your pet at 30 stations installed across 
the Borough at popular dog walking spots.

Find your nearest station at: 
www.swale.gov.uk/30-stations-to-tackle-
dog-mess



 New Victim Support Compass 
 Point at Sheppey Gateway

Some victims of crime can fi nd it diffi cult fi nding the 
support they need to cope and recover.

They can now access face-to-face support at the new 
Victim Support Compass Point in Sheppey Gateway.

Compass Points are hosted by trained Victim Support 
volunteers, and supported by staff with knowledge of the 
local area.

The Compass Point provides tailored information, emotional and practical support 
to help people move beyond crime. It’s completely confi dential, and you can 
contact them regardless of when the crime took place. 

It’s open for two hours every Thursday from 10:30am to 12:30pm at Sheppey 
Gateway, 38-42 High Street, Sheerness. Support is offered on a walk-in basis 
or by booking an appointment through the Kent Victim Support call centre on 
Freephone 0808 168 9276. Support is also available by phone on the number 
above, and though the Kent Victim Support website.

Visit www.victimsupport.org.uk for more information.
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Digital hearing 
technology on 
your door step

Why settle for anything less?

Free hearing tests

Home visiting service

Friendly personal attention

30 day money back guarantee

Special offers for over 50’s readers

Call: 01795 511195
for a no obligation appointment. 

www.21stcenturyhearing.com

If you want to make some changes 
in your life, the NHS can help. 
Our local services can help you to 

to quit smoking, eat healthily or be 
more active! 

way to a healthier future. 
Call free on 0300 123 1220 or visit  
www.kenthealthandwellbeing.nhs.uk.

HOW ARE you?
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 Success for Swale in Bloom
Local green fi ngered groups were recognised at the South and Southeast in Bloom Awards.
For the second year running Faversham in Bloom won the Gold award in the large town 
category, while Queenborough and Rushenden in Bloom won a Silver gilt in the small town 
category. 
Sittingbourne in Bloom picked up another Silver-gilt for Swale in the large town category.
Cllr David Simmons, Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs, said: “The awards 
are a tremendous achievement and celebrate the groups’ impressive commitment to 
improving their local communities.”
The special Community Champion Award went to Sittingbourne in Bloom secretary Brenda 
Moore. Queenborough and Rushenden in Bloom chairman Alan Phillips was presented with 
the Outstanding Contribution Award.
The County Award for Kent went to Faversham.  Milton Creek Country Park kept its Gold 
award, while Oare Gunpowder Works achieved Gold this year.
‘In your Neighbourhood Community Groups’ awards were: 

Friends of Westbrook Stream Group  Faversham Abbey Precinct
Friends of Abel’s Acre, Faversham  Millfi eld Allotment Association, Faversham

The Abbey Physic Garden, Faversham 
Swale in Bloom groups are small teams of committed members who work hard to improve 
their local towns. They work in partnership with organisations including AmicusHorizon, 
Blenwood Grounds Maintenance, Kent Wildlife Trust, Biffa, and Swale Borough Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To find out more or to access our services please call your local office. Open between 9am and 4pm

Faversham  
Tel: 01795 532766

  
Tel: 01795 477520

Teynham 
Tel: 01795 521052

AGE UK FAVERSHAM & SITTINGBOURNE
Love later life

What our clients say 
about us:

 Friendship and fun
 Befriending
 Information, Advice and Advocacy. Our I + A service is quality assured.  

 Age UK Faversham and Sittingbourne successfully completed Age UK's 
 Information and Advice Quality Programme in November 2015

 Freshly cooked lunches delivered to you
 Day care (including transport)
 Specialist dementia support and COGs club
 Carer support for those looking after people living with dementia
 Care Navigator – to help you by talking through any problems/issues you 

 might have and to support you to find solutions and access services if needed
 Personal care in your home – we are CQC registered
 Bathing at home or in our centres
 Chiropody and foot care
 Independent Living Service – help with housework, shopping, trips out etc
 Our Living Well Scheme provides support for health and social needs

Did you know that Age UK offers services to anyone over the age of 50 
and that we have a wide range of services in your area?
Age UK Faversham and Sittingbourne provides a range of services 
offering good quality, consistent care, impartial or confidential support to 
help people remain safe and independent in their own homes.

Charity No. 1152234

Are you are considering a 
career in care? We are 
always recruiting.  Contact 
our Domiciliary Team for 
more information’ on 
01795 532766
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 Sittingbourne’s Green Heart
Milton Creek Country Park is Swale Borough Council’s newest green space. The 52 
hectare park is an oasis for wildlife, and now has a children’s adventure play park, 
picnic areas, an open-air performance area, ponds, a fi shing lake, community events 
space, and extensive walkways leading through green open areas.
There are also wooded areas that have been extensively tree planted thanks to the 
Friends of Milton Creek. The Country Park crosses the Kemsley Light Railway at the 
Halt, and includes much of the historic Saxon Shore Way.
Regular events
Tuesday Tidy up – volunteering with Park Ranger, 10am to 12.30pm.
Every Tuesday the Park Ranger, Kris Staples, is meeting with volunteers to carry out 
various tasks around the Park. Tools, hot drinks and biscuits are all provided.
Third Sunday of every month – Green Team, volunteering with the Park Ranger, 
10am to 2pm 
Saturdays – Parkrun takes place every Saturday at 9am. The 5km timed run is 
free, but please register before your fi rst run. Don’t forget take a printed copy of your 
barcode – if you forget it, you won’t get a time. For more information and to register 
visit www.parkrun.org.uk/Sittingbourne
Further details on the park, including directions and future events, at 
www.miltoncreek.co.uk
Festive Events in the park
Tuesday 13 December – Children’s Christmas arts and craft session in the 
Parish Hall from 3.30pm until 5pm. They will be working with Kent Wildlife Trust, 
AmicusHorizon, the Community Chef, and Polka Dot Arts. 
Sunday 18 December – Special December volunteers’ task day from 10am until 
12noon, making rustic Christmas decorations from a mix of natural materials. Come 
dressed for the cold weather. Meet at Green Porch Close. 
New Year’s Day – Walk in the Park.  Start off the New Year with a walk out in the 
fresh air from 10am to 12pm. Meet at Green Porch Close.

 SSS
MMMMMiMiMiMMMMMMMMMMMiiMiMiMMiiMiMiMMMM ltlttltltttltltlltttooonononnooonnonoonno
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  What’s On
Weds 7 to Thurs 17 December
Aladdin at the Arden Theatre

Family fun with 
pantomime Aladdin.
Matinee performances 
available on Saturday 
10 and Sunday 
11 December. No 

performances on 12 and 13 December. 
Tickets available from the ‘Sweet Scene’, 
Preston Street, Faversham, or online at: 
www.ardentheatre.co.uk

Sat 10 – Sun 18 December
Santa Specials on the Sittingbourne & 
Kemsley Light Railway

Meet Santa at Kemsley 
Down. Special fares 
apply - children under 14 
receive a gift, everyone 
else gets seasonal 
refreshments. Booking 
essential.

Santa Specials will operate on:
Saturdays – 10 & 17 December
Sundays – 11 & 18 December
See SKLR website for special timetable.
Sittingbourne’s Steam Railway, 
The Wall, Sittingbourne
01795 424 899    www.sklr.net

Saturday 10 December
The Swale Arts Forum’s Art Market.

Meet local artists and view 
their artwork just in time for 
Christmas from 10am to 
3.30pm.
The Alexander Centre 
will also be providing tea, 

coffee and cake in their in-house tea room.
The Alexander Centre, 15-17 Preston Street, 
Faversham  01795 594 460

Saturday 10 December
Sittingbourne Artisan Market.
From 10am to 3pm. Upper end of High 
Street, Sittingbourne.

Saturday 10 December
Christmas Beer & Food Matching Evening

Freshly prepared 
six-course 
meal with local 
ingredients, 
matched with a 
specially-selected 

beer to complement the food. Hosted by a 
beer expert from 7pm to 11pm.
Shepherd Neame Visitor Centre & Brewery 
Tours, 17 Court Street, Faversham.  
01795 542 016  www.shepherdneame.co.uk

Sun 11 and Sun 18 December
Faversham Christmas 
Markets
Locally made gifts and 
produce, festive music, 
mulled wine, stalls, brass 
bands, music, carol singing, 
and donkeys. 

Faversham Town Centre, Market Place.
For information call 07766 595 287
www.favershammarket.org

Fri 16 to Sun 18 December
Aladdin at Sheppey Little Theatre
Starquest Entertainments is proud to 

present Aladdin, a 
family pantomime for 
the festive season at 
Sheppey Little Theatre.
Each evening at 7.30pm, 
with an additional 

matinee performance on Saturday at 2.30pm.
Tickets are available in advance from the 
Box Offi ce on 01795 665 700 
or from Sheppey Glass, 24 Broadway, 
Sheerness. ME12 1AF.
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Friday 16 December 2016 – 
Saturday 24 
December
Snow White and 
The Seven Dwarfs 
at the Swallows 

Leisure Centre, Sittingbourne. 
Box Offi ce:  01795 420 420 
www.swaleleisure.com

Sat 17 and Sun 18 December
Christmas Market

Christmas Market 
and Santa’s Grotto 
from 10am to 6pm. 
Come and pick up 
those last minute 
gifts from a variety 
of stalls with crafted 
produce. Tea Room 

with mulled wine, hot chocolate, mince pies 
and other festive treats.
The Alexander Centre, 15-17 Preston Street,  
Faversham.   01795 594 460
www.thealexandercentre.com

Friday 23 December
Christmas Carols at the Sweet Hut
Opus 32 will perform a carol concert from 2pm 
to 4pm at the Sweet Hut, the Leas, Sheppey. 

Friday 23 December
Faversham Community Carol Service
Traditional community carol service in the 
Marketplace, Faversham, organised by 
Churches Together in Faversham.
Everyone welcome from 7pm – 8pm.

Saturday 24 December
Christmas Eve 2016 - 
Flawless Carbon at The 
Sun Inn
Kent Blues band Flawless 
Carbon are a unique 
blend of British and 
American Blues Rock.

The Sun Inn,10 West Street, Faversham
01795 535 098

Saturday 31 December
New Year’s Eve Party, Ferry House Inn

Dancing and family 
friendly seating for 
100, with access to 
the event bar in the 
Barn. The main bar 
will have adults only 
seating.

Doors will open from 6pm Pre-booking is 
required.
The Ferry House Inn, Harty Ferry Road, 
Leysdown. 01795 510 214

Sat 21 & Sun 22 January 
Cinderella

Gerry Graham Pantos 
and Productions 
present Cinderella 

Saturday 21 January 6pm
Sunday 22 January 2.30pm
Sheppey Little Theatre, Meyrick Road, 
Sheerness
Box offi ce: 01795 580 006

All of these events and more can be found on our website www.visit-swale.gov.uk
Visit Swale is a great place to advertise events or attractions for free. We publish as 
many as we can in this magazine. 
Contact: tourismsupport@swale.gov.uk
or follow us at: Visit_Swale on Twitter or VisitSwale on Facebook



Abbey
Bryan Mulhern
01795 538 498
bryanmulhern@swale.gov.uk
Anita Walker
01795 531 192
anitajwalker@yahoo.co.uk

Bobbing, Iwade & Lower Halstow
Duncan Dewar-Whalley
07889 808 871
duncandewar-whalley@swale.gov.uk

Ben Stokes
01795 476 979
benstokes@swale.gov.uk

Borden & Grove Park
Mike Baldock
01795 471 139
mikebaldock@swale.gov.uk
Nicholas Hampshire
01795 477 560 (eve) or 07739 108 756
nicholashampshire@hotmail.com

Boughton & Courtenay
George Bobbin
01227 751 388
george.bobbin@btinternet.com
Andrew Bowles
01227 752 840 or 07778 629 879
leader@swale.gov.uk

Chalkwell
Ghlin Whelan
01795 475 629
ghlinmwhelan@gmail.com

East Downs
Colin Prescott
01795 590 054
colinprescott@swale.gov.uk

Hartlip, Newington & Upchurch
Gerry Lewin
01634 366 113
cllrlewin@swale.gov.uk
John Wright
01795 842 852
johnwright@swale.gov.uk

Homewood
Alan Horton
07447 925 760
alanhorton@swale.gov.uk

Roger Truelove
01795 425 445
rtruelove12@gmail.com

Kemsley
Mike Dendor
07733 937 102
cllrmikedendor@gmail.com

Sue Gent
01795 430768
suegent@swale.gov.uk

Milton Regis
Roger Clark
01795 430 324 
clark.rmiltonregis@gmail.com

Katy Coleman
01795 555 992
katycoleman@swale.gov.uk

Minster Cliffs
Andy Booth
01795 880 444 or 07912 464 213
andybooth@swale.gov.uk

Adrian Crowther
01795 874 418
adrian.crowther@kent.gov.uk

Ken Pugh
01795 871 388
kenpugh@uwclub.net

Murston
James Hall
01795 430 534
jameshall@swale.gov.uk
Samuel Koffi e-Williams
07539 103 459 or 07484 274 235
samuelkwilliams@swale.gov.uk

Conservative      Independent

Labour     UKIP
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Priory

Mike Henderson
07900 265 337
mikeshenderson@outlook.com

Queenborough & Halfway

Cameron Beart
07592 108 351
cameronbeart@swale.gov.uk
Richard Darby
01795 227 592
rdarbypax@aol.com
Peter Marchington
01795 661 960 or 07767 607 456
petermarchington@hotmail.co.uk

Roman

Sarah Aldridge
01795 599 272 or 07479 609 550
sarahaldridge@swale.gov.uk

Paul Fleming
07470 233 886
paulfl eming@swale.gov.uk 

Sheerness

Mark Ellen
01795 667 027
cllr.markellen@yahoo.co.uk
Mick Galvin
01795 666 903
mickgalvin@swale.gov.uk
Angela Harrison
01795 665 029
angelaharrison@swale.gov.uk

Sheppey Central

Tina Booth
01795 880 444 (eve) or 07921 394 306
tinabooth@swale.gov.uk
June Garrad
01795 227 592
jvgarrad@aol.com
Ken Ingleton
01795 873 709 or 07973 303 384
kjingleton@aol.com

Sheppey East
Lesley Ingham
01795 881 123 or 07714 445 871
lesleyingham57@yahoo.co.uk
Padmini Nissanga
01795 880 980 or 07500 863 623
mininissanga@swale.gov.uk

St Ann’s
Mike Cosgrove
01795 591 790
cllrcosgrove@swale.gov.uk
Nigel Kay
01795 531 298 or 07710 487 129
nigelkay@swale.gov.uk

Teynham & Lynsted
Lloyd Bowen
01795 522 357
lloydbowen@swale.gov.uk
Mike Whiting
01795 842 631
mikewhiting@swale.gov.uk

The Meads
James Hunt
07788 101 228
jameshunt@swale.gov.uk

Watling
David Simmons
01795 532 100
davidsimmons@swale.gov.uk
Ted Wilcox
01795 533 004 or 07711 476 769
tedwilcox@swale.gov.uk

West Downs
Monique Bonney
07973 443 527
montybon1@aol.com

Woodstock
Derek Conway
01795 424 865 or 07789 072 677
derekconway@swale.gov.uk
George Samuel
07986 221 966
gdsamuel1@aol.com
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Swale Community Leisure

www.swaleleisure.com

JOIN TODAY!

GET THE REST
OF 2016 FREE!*

USE PROMO CODE
‘GIFT’

*New customers only. Terms & conditions apply.

GymIn Swale @GymInSwale


